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Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond 
 

Summer ‘Splash out’ and Annual General Meeting – 14 June 2009 
 

Review of activities 
 

This brief review covers the period since the Winter Evening and last AGM in 
February 2008.  
 
Since then, responding to your comments, we have changed our programme 
of events. We have replaced the traditional Winter Evening with this more 
informal, less structured Summer afternoon event This has meant also 
changing our financial year end to December (from September) so our AGM 
can now be held at this new Summer event.  
 
Please let us know afterwards whether you feel this change has been an 
improvement, to help us plan for future years. 
 
Looking back, one of the good things for the pond was last year’s wet 
Summer. The rain kept the pond nicely topped up and avoided the problem of 
previous years of the pond becoming a puddle. Winter rainfall continued the 
good work into 2009, and if the current feature of rainfall between spells of 
sunshine persists that too will benefit water levels. 
 
Our management team and stalwart Friends and other welcome volunteers 
have kept the pond and the surrounds looking good, through our Spring and 
Autumn work days, and through individual forays during the year – not 
forgetting, of course, all our grass cutters too. A big thank you to them all. 
 
Following our membership drive at the end of 2007, we signed up an 
encouraging number of new Friends. And many Friends also took up the new 
standing order arrangement for renewing their membership each year. We 
hope those who have not yet renewed their membership this year will do so (if 
you need a form we have some here), and that the steady trend of Friends 
signing up for the standing order renewal will continue. How much easier that 
will be for you – no more forms to complete, no more sleepless nights 
worrying about whether you have filled one in or not!   
 
Chris Jones has continued his annual frog forays, now into his 25th year we 
think. Participants and frogs vary in number each year but Chris’s enthusiasm 
never wanes. Thank you, Chris.  
 
We had to cancel the Easter Egg Hunt in 2008 and subsequently decided not 
to hold the event again in the future. Whilst popular in itself, it seemed to us to 
bring no wider benefit for the pond and was becoming difficult for the 
management team to man adequately. 
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We have now planted some new trees in the triangle as the beginnings of our 
long mooted ‘glade’. They are small as yet but over the years we hope will 
grow and flourish and enhance the approach to the pond from Gold Lane.  
 
We plan to put in place in the coming Autumn the memorial tree and plaque to 
our greatly missed late founder member and Honorary President, Dorothy 
Richards. 

 
We continue to be grateful to all our Friends for your continued support both 
financial and practical. We couldn’t continue the work of maintaining and 
safeguarding this valuable village asset without you. 
 
The pond accounts (on this occasion covering a period of 15 months because 
of the change of year end) are also laid before you on the table with this 
review, and members of the management team will be happy to answer any 
questions on them or the pond generally during the course of the afternoon. 
The minutes of last year’s AGM are also available if you would like to read 
them. 

    
We will hold a brief formal AGM during this afternoon when you will be invited 
to elect the officers and the committee, and to appoint the independent 
examiner of our accounts. 
 
The committee are nominating for re-election as officers, Peter Applewhite as 
chairman, Jane Knight as treasurer, and Jenny Kimber as secretary; and the 
current members of the committee are, happily, willing to carry on and are put 
forward for re-election (that is, the three officers together with Gillian Quince, 
Terry Allen, Chris Jones and Trevor Jones). 
 
We are very pleased that Madeline Fone is happy to continue to serve as our 
independent examiner and she is put forward for re-appointment. Thank you 
to Madeline for all her work and advice. 
 
Thank you all for coming and we hope you enjoy your afternoon.  
 
 
 
 
Peter Applewhite 
Chairman 
 
14 June 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 


