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Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond 
 

Summer ‘Splash out’ and Annual General Meeting – 13 June 2010 
 

Review of activities 
 

This brief review covers the period since the Summer Splash Out and AGM in 
June 2009.  
 
That Summer Event was our first and marked a change, responding to your 
comments, to a more informal, less structured type of social event and AGM. 
Feedback subsequently was favourable and so here we are at our second 
Summer Splash Out! 
 
Winter snow and rain has once again kept the pond nicely topped up and will 
we hope stand us in good stead for the rest of the year. Our management 
team, Friends and other welcome volunteers have tended the pond and the 
surrounds through our Autumn and Spring work mornings, and through 
individual forays during the year, including our team of grass cutters. Thank 
you all.  
 
In particular, we were at last able to rotavate and seed the formerly rough 
area of ground by the pond so it can gradually be incorporated in the larger 
area that we regularly mow in the Spring and Summer months. Most 
importantly, that meant too that we were able to plant the memorial tree to 
Dorothy Richards, the inspiration and driving force behind the restoration of 
the pond. We will go to see the tree at the end of this afternoon and ‘unveil’ 
the commemorative plaque. 
 
Chris Jones has continued his annual frog forays, finding once more this year 
toads rather than frogs! And talking of toads, our pond featured in an item on 
midwife toads shown on the BBC’s ‘The One Show’ in January and filmed in 
part by our pond in July last year. 
 
The bad news of the year was the break-in and theft of items from our pond 
hut in September. There is no further news from the Police about that but we 
do thank Don Sherwood for his repairs to the hut following the considerable 
damage that was done by the thieves. 
 
The pond accounts are also laid before you on the table with this review, and 
members of the management team will be happy to answer any questions on 
them or the pond generally during the course of the afternoon. The minutes of 
last year’s AGM are also available if you would like to read them. 

    
We will hold a brief formal AGM during this afternoon when you will be invited 
to elect the officers and the committee, and to appoint the independent 
examiner of our accounts. 
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The committee are nominating for re-election as officers, Peter Applewhite as 
chairman, Jane Knight as treasurer, and Jenny Kimber as secretary; and the 
current members of the committee are, happily, willing to carry on and are put 
forward for re-election: that is, the three officers together with Gillian Quince, 
Terry Allen, Terry Cross (who we were pleased to welcome as a new member 
of the committee during the year), Chris Jones and Trevor Jones. 
 
We would like to record our thanks to Madeline Fone who has been our 
independent examiner for a good number of years. She retired during the year 
and Andrew Ewing took her place. We are very pleased that he is willing to be 
put forward for re-appointment.  
 
We hope you have all renewed your membership of the Friends but, if not or if 
you wish to join for the first time, Jane has a membership form ready for you! 
And don’t forget, if you haven’t already taken it up, we have a standing order 
arrangement for effortlessly renewing membership each year. It is easy to 
forget to renew each year but with a standing order in place you don’t need to 
remember – it happens automatically. 
 
We intend to mount a membership drive in the Autumn when we will distribute 
copies of our Newsletter, ‘splash’, to every home in the village. If you could 
also do your bit to encourage family, friends, neighbours, new arrivals in the 
village to join the Friends, that would be wonderful. It’s only with your 
continuing support, financial and practical, that we can continue the work of 
maintaining and safeguarding this valuable village asset. 
 
Thank you all for coming and we hope you enjoy your afternoon.  
 
 
 
 
Peter Applewhite 
Chairman 
 
13 June 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 


