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Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond 
 

Summer ‘Splash Out’ and Annual General Meeting – 12 June 2011 
 

Review of activities 
 

This brief review covers the period since the Summer Splash Out and AGM in 
June 2010.  
 
2011 is our Silver Jubilee year – yes, it really is 25 years since Dorothy 
Richards and her intrepid team started their project to restore the village pond 
and maintain it as an environmental and leisure amenity for the benefit of the 
village and villagers. We believe the pond has provided a great deal of 
pleasure to a lot of people and a haven for wildlife over those 25 years; and 
we hope it will do the same for at least the next 25.  
 
With your continuing help, it can and will. Please do encourage family, friends 
and neighbours to join The Friends of the Pond, and also to join us on 
workdays or on the mowing rota – we need your muscle as well as your 
money. 
 
Despite the very dry Spring, the pond is still reasonably well topped up at the 
moment. Our management team, Friends and other most welcome volunteers 
have tended the pond and the surrounds through our Autumn and Spring 
work mornings, and through individual efforts during the year, including our 
team of grass mowers. Thank you all.   
 
During the Spring work morning we started on a Silver Jubilee project to clear 
ivy and undergrowth to open up a new view of the pond. We hope you enjoy it 
as you walk towards the pond from Gold Lane. 
 
In October, thanks to a generous grant from the Biddenham Show Committee 
we were able to replace all the platform planks on the oldest of our two jetties. 
Both had needed attention and David Eyre, our Honorary Vice President, 
kindly repaired the newer of the two that same month. Thank you to David 
and to all those volunteers who laboured to replace the planks. 
 
November saw the launch, through the Biddenham Bulletin, of our 
membership recruitment drive and our effort to build up our funds.  Following 
that appeal, we have been very pleased to welcome 19 new Friends and also 
to receive a donation to our funds from the First Friday Club, a further grant 
from the Biddenham Show Committee (to help purchase tools to replace 
those stolen when the pond hut was broken into in a previous year), and a 
generous grant from our local councillors’ Ward Fund (Roger Rigby and 
Roger Gwynne Jones before his retirement) which has been used to buy a 
new mower to replace our aged veteran. Thank you to all those kind donors 
and also to the Parish Council for its assistance with the mower project. 
 
During the year Terry Allen, a longstanding committee member and treasurer 
for many years, retired from the committee on leaving the village for pastures 
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slightly further away. We would like to express again our thanks to Terry and 
to his wife Pat for all they did for the pond.  
 
The pond accounts are also laid before you on the table with this review, and 
members of the management team will be happy to answer any questions on 
them or the pond generally during the course of the afternoon. The minutes of 
last year’s AGM are also available if you would like to read them. 
 
We will hold a brief formal AGM during this afternoon when you will be invited 
to elect the officers and the committee, and to appoint the independent 
examiner of our accounts. 
 

The committee are nominating for re-election as officers, Peter Applewhite as 
chairman, Jane Knight as treasurer, and Jenny Kimber as secretary; and the 
current members of the committee are, happily, willing to carry on and are put 
forward for re-election: that is, the three officers together with Gillian Quince, 
Terry Cross, Chris Jones and Trevor Jones. 
 
We are very pleased that Andrew Ewing is willing to be put forward for re-
appointment as independent examiner.  
 
We hope you have all renewed your membership of the Friends but, if not or if 
you wish to join for the first time, Jane has a membership form ready for you! 
And if you haven’t already taken it up, we have a standing order arrangement 
for effortlessly renewing membership each year. It’s easy to forget to renew 
but with a standing order in place you don’t need to remember – it happens all 
by itself. 
 
Thank you all for coming and we hope you enjoy your time with us. It has 
been our pleasure to share this afternoon with the St James Flower Festival 
and we hope you have enjoyed the flowers, the refreshments and will enjoy 
the music at the end of this afternoon.  
 
 
 
 
Peter Applewhite 
Chairman 
 
12 June 2011 
 
 
 
 
 


