
Bit of a dry one 
Review of 2005 

The year 2005 was remarkable for the extent to which the village pond shrank! No 
one we spoke to could ever remember seeing the pond so diminished in size and 
with so much ‘foreshore’ drying out around it.  Come mid-August, it was clear that 
action had to be taken and, with thanks particularly to Terry and Trevor, hoses were 
eventually able to be put in place and water flowed to the rescue. You could almost 
hear the sighs of relief from the fish!  
 
But there was good news too. The year also saw, after some false starts, both ducks 
and moorhens successfully raising their respective broods of little ones.   
 
We started the year in style with an enjoyable Winter Evening, followed by a well 
attended Easter Egg Hunt, and the committee were busy with their thinking caps on 
planning for the twentieth anniversary year.    
 
During the year, the committee concentrated too on the Friends’ objective of 
encouraging the study and preservation of the environment, particularly amongst the 
younger members of the community. After an initial meeting with the new Head of 
the village school, Dorothy visited the school and talked to the pupils. This was 
followed later by class visits to explore the pond as part of the children’s studies. And 
the committee also decided for the first time to sponsor competitions for juniors at 
the Biddenham Show, on the theme of a visit to the pond.   
 
The well-deserved winners were respectively Martin Bates (art, age 6 to 8), Emma 
Bates (craft, age 9 to 12) and Emma Wong (photography, age 13 to 16). A delightful 
collage of the pond by class 4 at the village school was subsequently awarded a 
special certificate by your committee and you will be able to see it again at the 2006 
Winter Evening.  
 
Our disappointments have been the lack of attendees at June’s pond dip and fish-in, 
and the lack of success with our attempt to re-start the fishing club, although perhaps 
that was understandable as potential fishermen watched the pond disappearing 
before their eyes! 
 
The British Trust for Conservation Volunteers came in August and October to 
undertake some conservation work. The spinney at the west end of the pond was 
cleared of undergrowth to expose the old wall, and we hope this will open up the 
area for more wildflower growth. The holes in the wall should provide useful homes 
for wildlife too! The BTCV team also cleared the triangle, cut shrubs for coppice and 
laid the hedge to the west of the pond. 
 
Last but certainly not least, thank you to all our Friends for your continuing support, 
help, advice and encouragement. 


