
Phew! That was a year that was 
Review of 2006 

Our twentieth anniversary year has come and almost gone, and we hope you have 
enjoyed the year’s special events.  We’ve seen some changes too, and no doubt 
there will be more in the next 20 years. But a substantial constant has been the 
continuing support from The Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond: that is, all of 
you.  The pond could not be sustained without your help, both practical and financial, 
and your advice and encouragement. Thank you.  
 
The sparkling presentation by Dorothy Richards, David Eyre and Chris Jones at the Winter 
Evening, which launched the anniversary year, brought back happy memories for many, and 
reminded us just how much work has been done over the 20 years since the pond project 
started. We had live music during the supper; and, at the AGM, Dorothy announced her 
retirement as chairman. To mark her unique contribution, Dorothy was presented with a gift 
on behalf of The Friends by Peter Applewhite, who has succeeded her as chairman. Dorothy 
is now our honorary president. 
 
Subsequently, David retired as a committee member but happily will still be seen in the pond 
in his waders and helping out in many other practical ways. We have welcomed to the 
committee, Lynn Nowak-Ward, appointed by the St James village school parent staff 
association as its first representative, giving us now a much-needed and valuable direct two-
way link with the village’s younger generation and families. But we still need more younger 
committee members and will be working to that end – volunteers would be most welcome!   
 
The frog foray in April attracted more people than frogs but the 18 seekers spent an 
interesting and informative evening by the pond with Chris. The Easter egg hunt on Easter 
Saturday was our most successful yet with more than 50 children hunting for pictures of 
wildlife to win their prize eggs. The special edition anniversary notelets have sold well during 
the year. A few packs are still available from Dorothy and other committee members.     
 
For a second year, we sponsored competitions at the Biddenham Show, on the theme of a 
visit to the pond.  The winners were respectively Taymika Charles (art, age 6 to 8), Peter 
Adair (photography, age 9 to 12) and Sabina Molian (handwriting, age 13 to 16).  
 
Our special events concluded with the BBQ and Jazz by the pond in September, which was 
a resounding success  – a relaxing and thoroughly enjoyable musical afternoon by the pond. 
The pond itself did a look a little sad after all the dry weather of the preceding months. But 
we had made a decision in all the circumstances not to attempt to top it up ourselves but 
rather to let nature take its course.  So from the pond’s point of view plenty of rain in the 
coming winter will be most welcome to restore its level and hide the muddy foreshore we 
saw so much of in the summer. 


