
The wetter,the better? 
Review of 2007 

Before we tell you more about The Friends and how you might join and help our 
village pond, let’s look back over the events of the last year. Most notable, perhaps, 
for mixed reasons was the wet summer, which was bad news for holiday makers and 
very bad news for those who suffered flooding, but on the other side of the coin was 
good news for the pond, keeping its water level well above the more problematic 
lows of recent years.    
 

The pond year kicked off at the enjoyable Winter Evening in February, with a film about the 
River Fal, one of the richest marine habitats in Europe, and a ‘Who wants to a millionaire?’ 
competition. David Eyre, a founder member of the pond project in 1986, became an 
honorary vice president of The Friends in recognition of his tremendous contribution to the 
pond over the years. During the year, we were very pleased to welcome Jane Knight and 
Gillian Quince as new members of the management committee. 
 
Substantial progress was made at the Spring work day in March with root clearance on the 
rough area of ground near the pond, and with general tidying up after the winter. The frog 
foray at the end of March found toads, newts and frog spawn: where were all the frogs? At 
the Easter egg hunt in April, ‘hunters’ had to find the nine letters of the alphabet hidden 
round the pond and rearrange them into the name of something associated with the pond 
(dragonfly).  
 

In the summer, we installed a new bench by the pond, which was kindly funded by the 
Biddenham Show committee. This replaced one of the two benches which had both reached 
the end of their safe lives; and we are grateful to Daphne Lawlor, who had previously 
donated one of those benches in memory of her husband, Fintan, for providing a second 
replacement bench. The unsung work of the grass mowers, hedge trimmers, and bin 
emptiers continued throughout and we are grateful to all concerned for their invaluable 
efforts in keeping the pond and its surrounds in the condition which enables villagers and 
visitors to enjoy this peaceful spot. The Autumn work day this coming Saturday, 3 
November, will prepare the site for winter – we’ll be there from 10.00 am if you would like to 
help!   
 
We again sponsored pond-related competitions at the Biddenham Show, the winners being 
respectively Eleni Mores (art, age 6 to 8)and Sabina Molian (photography, age 13 to 16).  
 

Finally, a big thank you to all The Friends for their support during the year, without which the 
pond might once again become just a memory.  The work continues and you too could help 
by becoming a Friend and in other ways 
 
 
(Note: the Autumn 2007 issue of splash was distributed to every household in the village as part of a 

drive to recruit more members to the Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond) 


