
Moving on  
Review of 2008 

 

The year kicked off with the traditional Saturday evening Winter Party (and AGM) in 
February. However, following the trend of recent years, numbers attending were well 
down on 2007, and the feedback we received told us your enthusiasm to attend this 
sort of event was waning.  
 
So, as we subsequently reported in the Spring newsletter, we have decided not to hold the 
Winter Party again, but to plan instead for an alternative more informal social event in the 
Summer. To accommodate that, we have since made two necessary changes – moving our 
financial year end to December (from September) and providing for the AGM to be held 
within six months of the year end.  
 
We will give more detail on the new event in the next newsletter but so you can be there, 
please reserve the afternoon of Sunday, 14 June 2009 in your diaries now. And let’s hope 
for a day of sunshine! 
 
The year’s good news was that following the village-wide circulation of ‘splash’ last Autumn, 
we signed up an encouraging number of new Friends. And many Friends took up the 
standing order arrangement for renewing their membership and paying their subscriptions, 
introduced at the same time. This eliminates the burden of filling in a new form every year: it 
all happens automatically. It also helps keep down our costs. Please do consider signing up 
for a standing order if you haven’t already. 
  
We had to cancel the Easter Egg hunt this year, and have decided not to hold the event 
again in the future. Whilst popular in itself, it seemed to us to bring no wider benefit for the 
pond and was becoming difficult for the committee to man adequately. 
 
Rainfall during the year kept the pond nicely topped up and avoided any need to even think 
about emergency fills.  
 
The Spring workday was a productive occasion, tidying up the site for the Summer. And at 
the Autumn workday, we worked hard to prepare the site for Winter. 
 
Azolla has reared its ugly head again. We managed to remove some of this predatory weed 
during the Autumn workday but need to keep nibbling away at it over the coming months. 
 
A big thank you to David Eyre, our vice president, who regularly beavers away at the pond, 
and recently did some much needed remedial work to the duck house, which had taken on 
an alarming tilt and was in danger of sinking altogether! 
 
Finally, thank you to all our Friends. We are very grateful for your continued financial 
support, without which we could not manage at all.  
 
Like many village organisations, however, we find it hard to drum up active participation by 
any large number of villagers, and there is a limit to what a small management committee 
can do on its own. Our programme of events has shrunk accordingly. We will continue do 
our best, nevertheless, to try and maintain a village pond to benefit our children and their 
education, and our environment, and which will remain a central feature of our lovely village. 


