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The Friends’ objectives are to encourage the study and preservation of the 
environment, particularly amongst the younger members of the community; to 
conserve the pond site as an attractive habitat for wildlife; and to provide an area for 
quiet recreation for villagers and visitors. Despite initiatives over the years, we 
cannot claim any great continuing success with the first objective. But we do believe 
we continue to meet successfully the other two.  
 
With the changes initiated last year, we have entered into more of a steady state and 
become essentially a care and maintenance operation, with social activities focused on the 
Summer event. We feel this is the most and best we can achieve with the practical support 
available to us. We very much hope you will continue to provide the financial support, and 
whenever possible such practical support as you are able, to help us keep the village pond 
alive as a thriving part of the infrastructure of our village. Thank you. 
 
The Spring work morning was probably one of our most productive with much tidying, cutting 
back and opening up. New saplings planted in the triangle during the Spring formed the 
beginnings of our new ‘glade’: not all have survived since but we will continue the process 
next year. At the end of March, Chris Jones completed what we believe is 25 years of frog 
forays. And he’s not finished yet! 
 
We enjoyed our inaugural Summer event in June and we hope you did too. This will be our 
main social event in future years – so book 13 June in your 2010 diaries now to avoid 
disappointment! 
 
A film company visited the pond in July as part of an item on midwife toads they were filming 
for possible inclusion on BBC’s “The One Show”.  
 
The mixed weather during the year meant there has always been water in the pond although 
the water level was very low following the particularly dry September. We took advantage of 
that to complete a big clearance task in October. We also have to report the break in and 
theft of items from our pond hut. An unfortunate event for us. A big thank you to Don 
Sherwood for the time and effort he devoted subsequently to repairing the considerable 
damage that was done to the hut as the thieves forced their way in. 
 
The Autumn work morning in November proved to be just as productive as the Spring 
session. During the morning, we made progress too with our plans for the Dorothy Richards 
memorial tree, which are now close to realisation. 
 
Many Friends have taken up the standing order arrangement for renewing their membership 
and paying their subscriptions. This eliminates the burden of filling in a new form every year: 
it all happens automatically. It also helps keep down our costs. Please do consider signing 
up for a standing order if you haven’t already. 
 
Finally, thank you once more to all our Friends. We are very grateful for your continued 
support, without which we could not continue to look after the pond for everyone to enjoy as 
a traditional feature of our lovely village. 


