
Remembering the past: looking to the future 
Review of 2010 

There have been big changes in the world and in Biddenham since the pond 
project launched in 1986. The village has grown, villagers have moved or 
passed away, new villagers have arrived. The way society operates has 
evolved and changed, and that is reflected in the way we have to operate as a 
pond committee, as we have reported in previous issues of ‘splash’. Active 
participation with the pond, even in a village that has grown, has declined year 
by year, although many villagers enjoy the pond as they walk past with their 
dogs, visit with family and friends, or spend a quiet moment on their own. 
 

What has continued to increase though is the annual cost of maintaining and conserving our 
village pond, now at least £400 a year. You won’t be surprised in this day and age that the 
biggest element is insurance costs. 
 

There are more than 800 homes in Biddenham. If each of them gave just 50p a year it would 
meet those costs. If even 10% of homes joined The Friends and contributed the minimum 
subscription of £5 each year that too would meet the annual costs. But we have yet to reach, 
let alone surpass, that magic figure.  
 

Which is why we launched earlier this month a membership recruitment drive through the 
kind offices of the Biddenham Bulletin. Please will you encourage family, friends, neighbours 
to become Friends of the Pond. Even in these difficult economic times, £5 a year is not an 
enormous sum. If you have not already signed up yourself to our standing order 
arrangement for paying your subscription, would you please consider it? It does help give a 
greater degree of certainty about our ability to continue our work for the pond. Thank you, 
and also thank you and welcome to those new Friends who have already signed up following 
our appeal in the Bulletin. 
 

We also need to build up our reserve of funds to meet major work required from time to time. 
Most recently the two jetties have needed repair, including the complete replacement of the 
oldest jetty’s platform planks. The work has been carried out by volunteer labour and the 
cost of materials was met by a very generous donation from the Biddenham Show.  We are 
most grateful to the Show Committee and to the volunteers who carried out the repairs. We 
are also very grateful to the First Friday Club for a most generous donation to our funds 
following our Bulletin appeal. 
 

The frog foray in March found some toads, the frogs demonstrating again their reluctance to 
take centre stage! Our Spring and Autumn work mornings have kept the pond and surrounds 
in good order, thanks to the hard work of our volunteers. We are particularly pleased that the 
former area of rough ground by the pond, following rotavating and seeding, has been 
integrated successfully into the larger area we mow regularly during the Spring and Summer 
months. That also enabled us to plant Dorothy’s memorial tree at last.  
 

Whilst losing one Terry during the year, we have been pleased to welcome another, Terry 
Cross, as a new member of our management committee. Thank you to him and also to you, 
our Friends, without whom the pond might disappear, for all your help during the year, 
financial and practical, and we hope very much you will continue to help and to recruit new 
Friends during the next 25 years. And please do make a note in your new 2011 diary of 
forthcoming events, not least our Summer event, the ‘splash-out’, to be held on Sunday, 12 
June. Think of the scrumptious cakes that will be waiting for you! Hmmm. 


