
Silver waters disappearing? 
Review of 2011 

Our Silver Jubilee year is drawing to a close and what a year of contrasts it 
has been. For the first few months the pond glittered with crystal clear, weed 
free water lapping at the banks. By October it had dried up completely! A lot 
can and does change too over the course of 25 years, which is why we have 
decided this year to review our objects as group and how best to maintain, 
conserve and develop the pond, its surrounds and the flora and fauna they 
support over the next 25 years. 
 

The drought this year, the second driest on record since 1910 and particularly severe in our 
region, and its impact on the pond has added a degree more urgency to that process. We 
are seeking expert advice from pond and wildlife conservation organisations to help us both 
now and in the longer term. Whilst there are no obvious sources, we are investigating 
whether there are other ways of introducing unpolluted water into the pond. But essentially 
the pond relies on rainfall, with all that implies for water levels in the years ahead and for the 
wildlife the pond can reasonably be expected to sustain. Rain dancing may yet be a skill the 
management team will have to acquire!   
 

We have carried out some manual removal of silt from the pond to restore some of its 
capacity, and are examining the potential benefits of dosing with hydrated lime/Siltex (when 
we have some water back) to reduce silt depth further, to improve water quality, and to 
provide conditions more likely to encourage and support flora and fauna. We have also 
removed some vegetation from around the pond to reduce water take up from it and leaf fall 
into it, again aimed at conserving water and improving quality. We have not ruled out 
mechanical extraction of silt on a larger scale at some point but that has its own problems. 
We are reassured somewhat by Pond Conservation, the UK national charity dedicated to 
protecting the wildlife of our freshwaters, ponds, rivers, streams and lakes, and to quote from 
their ‘Pond myths’:  
 

 it is a myth that drying out is disastrous for ponds; and  

 it is a myth that all ponds should include deep water if they are to be valuable wildlife 
habitats. In fact, deepening a shallow pond will just make it more like other deep 
ponds - and not a better pond for wildlife. 

 

There will be costs to whatever we decide to do, and we are grateful for the financial support 
offered by this year’s Biddenham Show. But we do rely on our Friends’ subscriptions. If 
you’ve not already signed up to our standing order arrangement for paying your subscription, 
please do seriously consider it. It does help give a greater degree of certainty about our 
ability to continue our work for the pond. Thank you. 
 

Normal activities continued during the year – work mornings, the frog foray, grass cutting 
(with our new mower), the Summer Splash out and AGM – in addition to our Silver Jubilee 
projects and drought amelioration work in and around the pond. Thank you so much to 
everyone who has helped so willingly: we couldn’t manage without your hard work and your 
happy faces that brighten our days and make heavy work seem much lighter. One of our 
regular hard-working supporters for many years has been David Wilkinson. We are pleased 
that in August he joined our management committee and is making a valuable contribution 
both to our discussions about the work we need to do now and also to our planning for the 
future. Last but not least, thank you to you and to all our management team for all you have 
done and will be doing to help conserve and maintain our pond. 


