
New life 
Review of 2012 

Much changes over the course of 25 years, which was why after our Silver 
Jubilee in 2011 we have reviewed our objectives and how best to maintain, 
conserve and develop the pond, its surrounds and the flora and fauna they 
support over the next 25 years. We do have a pond again as water returned 
during the year, and life returned with it. 
 

As we have reported before, we have become essentially a care and maintenance 
operation. This recognizes both social changes and also our ability as a group with limited 
voluntary help to fulfill all our original objectives. We have reflected this in a formal change to 
our constitution, becoming an enabler rather than an initiator of environmental study and 
activities. This change does not diminish in any way our responsibility for conserving the 
pond site as an attractive habitat for wildlife and for providing an area for quiet recreation for 
Biddenham residents and visitors. 
 

We have removed a substantial amount of vegetation from around the pond. This has 
opened up views of the pond which had become overgrown over the years, although the 
main purpose was to reduce water take up from the pond, helping to conserve what water 
Mother Nature may rain down on us. Water quality should improve to an extent too with 
reduced leaf fall into the pond. Our search for other potential sources of water for the pond 
continues. Azolla raised its fronds again and we are investigating how best to deal with it. 
 

We began and are making good progress with our species survey, with expert help from 
local wildlife groups. We are looking to identify the flora and fauna in and around the pond as 
it exists now, whether and how we might better conserve that flora and fauna, and whether 
there are additional species that could beneficially be attracted or introduced to enhance the 
biodiversity of the pond site without harm to existing species. The results so far are 
encouraging. Life has returned to the pond following the great drying out last year. In 
particular, our protected species, the great crested newt, is back. That does mean we need 
to continue to be careful with what work we can undertake, and when, to safeguard that 
newt. 
 

We will use the grant from the Biddenham Show Committee to help towards costs involved 
in the survey and in pursuing, when it is completed and its findings analysed, the 
recommendations from our expert advisers. 
 

Normal activities continued during the year – work mornings, grass mowing, hedge trimming, 
the Summer Event and AGM. And some pond dipping was organized by Chris Jones. 
Regrettably, we also experienced during the year incidents of vandalism. The hut was 
pushed over and damage caused to one of the jetties and two nature trail posts. Repair work 
has been undertaken but it is so sad that mindless damage can be caused to such a lovely 
place. 
 

With the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, the Olympics, and the Paralympics this has been a Red, 
White and Blue year for the country. And for the Biddenham village pond, it means 
Recovery, Win new Friends, and a big Bouquet for all those Friends and volunteers who 
have supported and helped the pond during the year.  
 

Your pond needs you and you have responded: thank you. We have launched a drive for 
new Friends in the November issue of the Biddenham Bulletin, and if you can encourage 
family, friends and neighbours to become Friends too then your help will secure not only the 
present wellbeing of the pond but will also safeguard it as a haven for wildlife and a place for 
villagers and visitors to enjoy in the future. 


