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Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond 
 

Summer ‘Splash Out’ and Annual General Meeting – 10 June 2012 
 

Review of activities 
 

This brief review covers the period since the 2011 Summer ‘Splash Out’ and AGM.  
 
2011 was our Silver Jubilee year. A lot can and does change over the course of 25 
years, which is why we decided to review our objectives as a group and how best to 
maintain, conserve and develop the pond, its surrounds and the flora and fauna they 
support over the next 25 years. As we have reported previously, we have become 
essentially a care and maintenance operation. This recognises both social changes 
and also our ability as a group with limited voluntary help to fulfil all our original 
objectives. We have reflected this in a formal change to our constitution, which is set 
out in the annex to this review. 
 
What a year of contrasts 2011 was. In June the pond was looking lovely. By October 
it had dried up completely for the first time anyone could remember! It started to refill 
a little in the Winter, but even after the heavy Spring rainfall the water level is still not 
where we would prefer it to be. In the meantime, a drought was officially declared 
recognising that the region was in the middle of the driest period for 100 years. 
 
We have sought advice on other possible sources of water for the pond but this has 
not borne fruit to date, and probably won’t, but we continue to investigate all 
suggestions. What we have been able to do is remove vegetation from around the 
pond to reduce water take up from it and leaf fall into it, aimed at conserving water 
and improving water quality. This has also opened up views of the pond which had 
become overgrown over the years.  
 
We also removed manually some silt from the pond to restore some of its original 
capacity, and are examining the potential benefits of dosing with hydrated lime (when 
we have more water) to reduce silt depth further and to improve water quality. We 
have not ruled out larger scale mechanical extraction of silt but that has problems of 
its own, and like other such major work needs to take into account requirements 
relating to protected species (in our case, the great crested newt). We are reassured 
to a degree by Pond Conservation, the UK national charity dedicated to protecting 
the wildlife of our freshwaters, who comment that: 

 it is a myth that drying out is disastrous for ponds; and  

 it is a myth that all ponds should include deep water if they are to be valuable 
wildlife habitats. 

 
We have also begun our species survey, with expert help, to identify the flora and 
fauna in and around the pond as it exists now given changes over the years since the 
pond project launched in 1986; how we might better conserve the flora and fauna; 
and whether there are any additional species we might beneficially attract or 
introduce to enhance the biodiversity of the pond site. This will be a long term project, 
the survey taking at least a year. Initial work has shown smooth and great crested 
newts continue to use the pond for breeding and invertebrates are present in good 
numbers. We intend to use the generous grant received from the Biddenham Show 
Committee from the proceeds of last year’s Show, for which we are most grateful, to 
meet any costs involved in the survey and in the implementation of its 
recommendations. 

Please turn over 
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Our usual activities continued during the year – work mornings, ad hoc work 
sessions, grass cutting, and of course this Summer ‘Splash Out’ and AGM. Thank 
you so much to everyone who has helped so willingly. One of our regular hard-
working supporters for many years has been David Wilkinson. We are pleased that in 
August he joined our management committee and is making a valuable contribution 
to our deliberations. 
 
We believe the pond has provided a great deal of pleasure to a lot of people and a 
haven for wildlife since its restoration; and we hope it will do the same for many more 
years to come. With your continuing help, it can and will. Please do encourage 
family, friends and neighbours to join The Friends of the Pond, and also to join us on 
workdays or on the mowing rota – we need your strength as well as your money. 
 
The pond accounts are also laid before you on the table with this review, and 
members of the management team will be happy to answer any questions on them or 
the pond generally during the course of the afternoon. The minutes of last year’s 
AGM are also available if you would like to read them. 
 
We will hold a brief formal AGM during this afternoon when you will be invited to elect 
the officers and the committee, and to appoint the independent examiner of our 
accounts. 
 
The committee are nominating for re-election as officers, Peter Applewhite as 
chairman, Jane Knight as treasurer, and Jenny Kimber as secretary; and the current 
members of the committee are, happily, willing to carry on and are put forward for re-
election: that is, the three officers together with Gillian Quince, Terry Cross, Chris 
Jones, Trevor Jones and David Wilkinson. 
 
We are pleased that Andrew Ewing is willing to be put forward for re-appointment as 
independent examiner.  
 
We hope you have all renewed your membership of the Friends but, if not or if you 
wish to join for the first time, we have a membership form here ready for you! And if 
you haven’t already taken it up, we have a standing order arrangement for 
effortlessly renewing membership each year. It’s easy to forget to renew but with a 
standing order in place you don’t need to – it just happens. 
 
Thank you all for coming and we hope you enjoy your afternoon with us.  
 
 
 
Peter Applewhite 
Chairman 
 
10 June 2012 
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Annex 

 

Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond 

 

Summer ‘Splash out’ and Annual General Meeting - 10 June 2012 

 

Annex to the review of activities 
 

Objectives of the Friends  

 

The Constitution previously contained the following as our purpose: 

 

Purpose 

The objectives of the Group are to: 

 encourage the study and preservation of the environment, particularly amongst 

the younger members of the community 

 conserve the site as an attractive habitat for wildlife 

 provide an area for quiet recreation for both residents of Biddenham and 

visitors  

 

(The “Group” is defined earlier in the Constitution as “Friends of the Biddenham 

Village Pond”)  

 

As part of our Silver Jubilee consideration of strategy, we have reviewed those 

objectives and concluded that whilst largely still relevant there needed to be a change 

of emphasis in relation to the first listed to reflect the way we now operate in practice. 

 

The Constitution has therefore now been amended to include the following as our 

purpose: 

 

Purpose 

The objectives of the Group are to: 

 conserve the site as an attractive habitat for wildlife 

 provide an area for quiet recreation for both Biddenham residents and visitors 

 provide an area available to educational and other organisations and to 

individuals for encouraging the study and preservation of the environment, 

particularly amongst the younger members of the community 

 

 
 
 
 


