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Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond 
 

Summer ‘Splash Out’ and Annual General Meeting – 9 June 2013 
 

Review of activities 
 

This brief review covers the period since the 2012 Summer ‘Splash Out’ and AGM. 
As 2012 drew to a close the pond continued to fill up again after drying out 
completely in 2011, and for a welcome change we started the new year with the 
water level in the pond at an all-time high. And then it just kept getting higher. The 
downside was the return of azolla. But exciting times were ahead in the form of a 
new information board and our very own pond website. 
 

The weather was perfect for both our Autumn and Spring work mornings. In 
November we cleared unwanted reed growth from the pond and tidied up the 
surrounds and sections of the triangle. In April a tremendous amount of work was 
done by our best turnout of volunteers for some considerable time. The path to the 
pond was improved and opened out, the shrubbery trimmed and thinned, the western 
hedge trimmed back and path widened, and the site generally tidied. 
 

In four sessions clearing azolla in January and February we removed a good 95% of 
it, hampered only by the vagaries of the wind. Particular thanks to Nick and Rupert 
Houghton and David Wilkinson for inventing the equipment for the task and for their 
hard work using it to good effect. Then the blanket weed appeared! 
 

Our species survey, with expert help, continued and we aim in due course to discuss 
its findings with the experts as we plan the ‘natural’ management and conservation of 
the site and the species it supports and might beneficially support in the years ahead. 

At the Frog Foray in March amphibians on view were once again outnumbered by 
humans, probably because they had the sense to seek shelter from the cold winds 
and snow showers that evening. Undeterred, Chris Jones set off on a second Foray 
in April in, happily, better weather and with a different result, a toad and five newts 
outnumbering the venturesome four humans. 

In May, Peter Applewhite was a guest speaker at the Annual Parish Meeting, talking 
about the pond and the Friends. 

The pond team has discussed in detail and at length and finalised a risk assessment 
for our various activities carried out by volunteers.  

Our membership drive in the November Biddenham Bulletin sadly produced only one 
new Friend, so still only a small minority of village households are members.  
 

Most exciting has been the production and unveiling of our new information board by 
the pond, and the build and launch of our pond website. The updated and expanded 
board, replacing the first board installed 10 years ago, was unveiled in May by Peter 
Culverwell BEM, dedicated to the wellbeing of Biddenham for so many years, and 
Daisy, Adam, Tom, Ben, Will, Jack and Thomas, children of Friends’ families, the 
torch bearers for the generations who will take on the responsibility for protecting and 
preserving our community and its environment in the future. Our very grateful thanks 
go to Pat and Mary McKeown whose generosity made the new board possible. 
 

Our pond website is up and running at www.biddenhamvillagepond.wordpress.com 
and we hope, if you haven’t already, you will visit it soon. There is a wealth of 
information in the pages about the pond, the dovecote that once stood by it, and the 
Friends - and much, much more. The website makes information about the pond and 
the Friends much more easily and widely accessible, and opens a channel for much 
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quicker two-way communication with those already interested in the pond or who might 
now be attracted to it. 
 
The younger generations are growing up with the Internet as a fact and a way of life. Our 
website provides a new and different area, to complement the pond itself, through which 
we can seek to meet our objective of providing an area available to educational and other 
organisations and to individuals for encouraging the study and preservation of the 
environment, particularly amongst the younger members of the community. We hope the 
‘Children’s corner’ on the site will be both interesting and informative for our children and 
also a helpful resource for them and their schools with environmental and wildlife studies 
and projects, giving them a local dimension, and with local history studies too.  

Being a prudent group, our website has been built using the WordPress.com free basic 
service and its popular Twenty Ten theme. WordPress has more than 60 million users 
worldwide. The basic service has some constraints on development, although nothing 
that we believe will be an issue for our site, but does offer real practical benefits to us in 
running and maintaining it. And it’s free: the other side of that coin is that, to keep the free 
service free, WordPress may occasionally display an advertisement on the site.  
 

Thank you to all our loyal Friends for your continuing support and please do encourage 
family, friends and neighbours to join the Friends of the village pond: you can print them a 
membership application form direct from our new website! And don’t forget, you can get 
automatic email alerts of new posts on the website: look for the ‘+Follow’ button.  
 

The pond accounts are also laid before you on the table with this review, and members of 
the management team will be happy to answer any questions on them or the pond 
generally during the course of the afternoon. The minutes of last year’s AGM are also 
available, as is a copy of our risk assessment document, if you would like to read them. 
 

We will hold a brief formal AGM during this afternoon when you will be invited to elect the 
officers and the committee, and to appoint the independent examiner of our accounts. 
 

The committee are nominating for re-election as officers, Peter Applewhite as chairman, 
Jane Knight as treasurer, and Jenny Kimber as secretary; and the current members of the 
committee are, happily, willing to carry on and are put forward for re-election: that is, the 
three officers together with Gillian Quince, Terry Cross, Chris Jones, Trevor Jones and 
David Wilkinson. 
 

We are pleased that Andrew Ewing is willing to be put forward for re-appointment as 
independent examiner.  
 

We hope you have renewed your membership of the Friends but, if not or if you wish to 
join for the first time, there is a membership form here ready for you and, of course, you 
can print copies now from our website. If you haven’t already taken it up, we have a 
standing order arrangement for renewing your membership each year. It’s easy to forget 
to renew but with a standing order in place you don’t need to, it happens automatically. 
 

Thank you all for coming and please enjoy your afternoon with us.  
 
Peter Applewhite 
Chairman 
 
9 June 2013 
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