
Exciting times! 
Review of 2013 

The big events of the year were the unveiling of our new information board by 
the pond and our debut on the internet. But as ever the pond management team 
and volunteers continued with the regular routines of maintenance work, 
including regular grass mowing, and took on board other tasks as they arose to 
keep the pond and surrounds in good order.   
 

The new information board, replacing the first board from a decade earlier, was unveiled in 
May by Peter Culverwell and his band of young helpers. It featured later in the Ouse Valley 
Living magazine. Our grateful thanks to Pat and Mary McKeown for making the new board 
possible. The launch of our pond website also featured in the OVL article. The site has now 
had more than 6,100 views by visitors from 32 countries. There is a wealth of information in 
its pages about the pond, the dovecote that once stood by it, the Friends, and much more. 
There’s a Children’s corner, and information on pond ecology and how we are managing our 
pond as a ‘natural pond’. We’ve continued to develop the site and add new features. Recent 
additions to the photo ‘Gallery’ are slideshows of how the pond and surrounds change over a 
year, with photos taken at the start of each month from November 2012 to October 2013. 
 
Following these exciting events Biddenham Upper School is reviewing how it might beneficially 
be able to use the pond as an educational resource and the potential practical benefits of that 
too for the management of the pond; and we’ve written to the new Head of St James VA Lower 
School, highlighting the pond and the pond website as local environmental, wildlife and history 
resources open to the school.  
 
A tremendous amount of work was done at our Spring and Autumn work mornings, with our 
best turnout of volunteers in the Spring for some considerable time. Earlier in the year much 
effort was put into removing the pesky weed azolla. The clearer water was later taken over for 
a while by blanket weed – you never know what Mother Nature might have in store for you! 
The pond team has discussed in detail and at length and finalised a risk assessment for our 
various activities, including work mornings, carried out by volunteers. 
 
Chris mounted a two expedition frog foray and after freezing on the first evening in March was 
rewarded on the second in April with more wildlife sightings. Frogs however continue to be 
reluctant to make an appearance: maybe next year? Seven ducklings were born and raised 
at the pond this year. 
 
In May, Peter was a guest speaker at the Annual Parish Meeting, talking about the pond, its 
history and management, the species survey, the new information board and website, and the 
Friends. The species survey continues and in June the experts from the Bedfordshire Reptile 
and Amphibian Group visited and surveyed the pond again. They also conducted a habitat 
Suitability Index calculation of the pond for the great crested newt which came out at 0.83 
which is ‘excellent’ although this has to be treated with some caution because of the 
uncertainty about the suitability for great crested newts of other ponds nearby – an isolated 
community is more vulnerable. 
 
Our membership drive in the November 2012 Biddenham Bulletin was not a great success, 
producing only one new Friend; so still only a small minority of village households are 
members. Thank you to our loyal band of Friends and our volunteers too for your continuing 
support. Please encourage family, friends and neighbours to become pond Friends: you can 
print them a membership form from the website! 


