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Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond 
 

Summer ‘Splash Out’ and Annual General Meeting – 8 June 2014 
 

Review of activities 
 

This brief review covers the period since the 2013 Summer ‘Splash Out’ and AGM. 
Like 2013, calendar year 2014 commenced with the pond once again full up, so 
enabling the pond and its wildlife to continue to recover from 2011’s big dry out. The 
pond website completed its first year of operation and in December we launched the 
pond’s own Facebook page. 
 

The website continues to attract interest from around the world – it has now had 
more than 7900 views from visitors from 47 countries, but we really would like more 
‘Followers’ from Biddenham itself. The Facebook page adds another, more informal, 
channel of communication to talk about what’s going on down at the pond. Like the 
website it’s a two way channel and we welcome comments and contributions. 
 

Unusually it rained on our Autumn work morning volunteers in November but their 
spirits were not dampened by the weather and a tremendous amount of work was 
completed. As was the case at our Spring work morning in March when though, 
happily, the sun shone on us.  We’ve continued to open up views of the pond, clear 
some unruly ground, expose a section of stone wall, continue the managed coppicing 
programme and generally keep the site in good order. Thank you to the Manor 
Hospital for providing welcome refreshments for the volunteers at the work mornings. 
 

At the end of March, the Great Denham Brownie pack visited the pond to seek out 
and investigate the pond’s flora and fauna, ably guided by our Chris Jones. An 
enjoyable time was had by all.  

A few days later in April, on a very pleasant evening, frog forayers again under the 
guidance of Chris identified by torchlight a pleasing range of wildlife in the pond 
including a toad, great crested and smooth newts, great ramshorn snails, water 
scorpions, water boatmen and caddis fly larvae. The elusive frogs? Not a one! We 
live in hope next year will see their return. 

Azolla has peeped through but has not covered the pond as it did last year. Blanket 
weed has reappeared but does disappear in due course. We think we had two 
families of ducklings although the first brood seemed to reduce very quickly from nine 
to one, and what we believe to be a second brood was rarely sighted. The one little 
duckling was seen regularly scooting round the pond with mum or quite happily on its 
own. 

Our membership drive with the village wide distribution of the Biddenham Bulletin in 
April produced welcome but very limited in number new members. We had hoped for 
many more and will continue to encourage villagers to join the Friends for what is a 
very modest annual subscription, but vital to the survival of the pond.  
 

We supported the proposal for and the grant application for funds for a Biddenham 
Heritage Trail and are very pleased that the grant has been approved, that the Trail 
will be in place in 2015, and that the pond will feature on it. 
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Our species survey, with expert help, continued and we aim in due course to discuss its 
findings with the experts as we plan the ‘natural’ management and conservation of the 
site and the species it supports and might beneficially support in the years ahead. 
 

Coming bang up to date, as recently as last Tuesday new direction signs to the pond 
were installed at both ends of the Coffin Path – in Gold Lane and behind the church – so 
it should be much easier now for new residents and visitors to the village to find the pond 
and also to find and follow the Coffin Path. Our thanks go to the team at the Borough 
Council who designed, produced and installed the signs and to our local councillors, 
Roger Rigby and Jon Gambold, for their support for and efforts in bringing this project to a 
conclusion and for providing the finance for it from their ward fund. 
 

Thank you to all our loyal Friends for your continuing support and please do encourage 
family, friends and neighbours to join the Friends of the village pond: you can print them a 
membership application form direct from our website. And don’t forget, you can get 
automatic email alerts of new posts on the website: look for the ‘+Follow’ button. And you 
can of course also now ‘Like’ us on Facebook and keep up to date there. 
 

The pond accounts are laid before you on the table with this review, and members of the 
management team will be happy to answer any questions on them or the pond generally 
during the course of the afternoon. The minutes of last year’s AGM are also available, as 
is a copy of our risk assessment document, if you would like to read them. 
 

We will hold a brief formal AGM during this afternoon when you will be invited to elect the 
officers and the committee, and to appoint the independent examiner of our accounts. 
 

The committee are nominating for re-election as officers, Peter Applewhite as chairman, 
Jane Knight as treasurer, and Jenny Kimber as secretary; and the current members of the 
committee are, happily, willing to carry on and are put forward for re-election: that is, the 
three officers together with Gillian Quince, Terry Cross, Chris Jones, Trevor Jones and 
David Wilkinson. 
 

We are pleased that Andrew Ewing is willing to be put forward for re-appointment as 
independent examiner.  
 

We hope you have renewed your membership of the Friends but, if not or if you wish to 
join for the first time, there is a membership form here ready for you and, of course, you 
can print copies from our website. If you haven’t already taken it up, we have a standing 
order arrangement for renewing your membership each year. It’s easy to forget to renew 
but with a standing order in place you don’t need to, it happens automatically. 
 

Thank you all for coming and please enjoy your afternoon with us.  
 
 
Peter Applewhite 
Chairman 
 
8 June 2014 
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