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Pond plants and wildlife 
 
A pond is a fascinating habitat to study, a good one teeming with a great variety of both animal 

and plant life. The community (all the species of animals and plants present) in one pond may 

be quite different from that in another, even if the ponds are close together. 

 

What you may see there depends of course on the time of day and time of year you visit the 

pond. 

 

Some are rare species like the great crested newt, which is protected, and the midwife toad 

which got that name because the male toad carries the eggs on his back after spawning until 

the tadpoles are ready to hatch. Listen for the toad’s distinctive bell-like call between April and 

October. 

 

During the day, you may see squirrels, foxes and rabbits. As evening falls the bats come out 

and hedgehogs begin their night-time walks. 

 

Pond skaters and water boatmen may be skimming over the pond. Look out too for colourful 

damselflies and dragonflies. 

 

Martins and swallows swoop to catch food for their young. You may hear woodpeckers 

hammering in the trees and catch sight of blackbirds, chaffinches, magpies and wagtails. 

And maybe spot a heron waiting patiently for dinner. 

 

Ducks and moorhens visit the pond and sometimes stay to hatch and raise their young. 

Swans have been seen gliding over the pond but only on rare occasions. 

 

Bees and butterflies such as the meadow brown, tortoiseshell and peacock visit the flowers 

around the pond. 

 

In the spring you may see violets, primroses, daffodils and bluebells, and in the summer 

comfrey, herb robert and white campion. 

 

On the shrubs in autumn spindleberries glow and hazelnuts ripen, useful ingredients in the 
storehouse of food for birds and squirrels in winter. 

What is a pond? 

A pond is a small area of still, fresh water, which holds water for more than four months of the year. 
It is different from a river or a stream because it does not have moving water and it differs from 
a lake because it has a small area.  

Some ponds are formed naturally, filled either by an underwater spring, or by rainwater – 
sometimes known as ‘dewponds’; other ponds are man-made. 

 

http://wp.me/P3f2BS-8B
http://wp.me/P3f2BS-8F


  

What can you see in and around the pond? 

 



 

Pollution of Ponds 

The water in a pond must remain clean if it is to provide a healthy environment for the 

organisms (animals and plants) living in it.  

The natural waste from the living and dead organisms is ‘recycled’ by special tiny organisms 

called bacteria. Plenty of oxygen is needed for the bacteria to ‘break down’ the waste.  

The pond can take care of its own waste – it’s people who cause pollution! 

The most noticeable kind of pollution is the dumping of rubbish – anything from old cars and 

drinks cans to bikes and bottles have been found cluttering up ponds. Such thoughtless 

behaviour not only makes the environment look so unsightly but it may also destroy pond-life. 

 

Perhaps the most serious threat to ponds is chemical pollution as a result of modern farming 

methods. Rain often washes the excess chemicals off the crops into nearby ponds, streams or 

rivers, poisoning some of the animals living there.  

Another, equally serious, problem is the use of artificial fertilisers. Powdery chemical 

fertilisers, are put on the crops to help their growth but they can also be washed off by rain into 

nearby ponds.  

They do not poison the wildlife but the rich supply of nitrogen causes the water plants, 

especially algae, to grow very quickly.  

The plants use up so much oxygen during  that there is none left for the other pond-life. The 

growth also prevents sunlight reaching the organisms below.  

The country code 
 
When you visit the countryside, please help look after it.  
 
So please remember, enjoy the countryside and respect its life and work, and:  
 
 keep to the rights of way 

 don’t leave litter (take it home with you) 

 close gates behind you 

 don’t damage crops 

 don’t pick the wild flowers 

 always keep dogs under control (please pick up after them and use the containers provided) 

 

http://www.ypte.org.uk/environmental/pollution/32

