
Busy times 
Review of 2014 

The year started with the water in the pond again at a record high level. 
Inevitably the level dropped during the year but, despite some scorching 
weather, there was always water in the pond. The website continued to attract 
attention from around the world and the launch of our Facebook page 
introduced a new audience to the delights of our village pond. And there was 
much hard work to keep the pond in good order.    
 

There should be no problem now finding the village pond. In June new brown direction signs 
were installed at both ends of the Coffin Path, in Gold Lane and behind the church. Thank you 
to Bedford Borough Council for designing, producing and installing them, and to our local 
councillors, Roger Rigby and Jon Gambold, for their support and for financing the work from 
their ward fund. 
 
Thank you also to the Manor Hospital for providing welcome refreshments for our volunteers 
at the work mornings, and for installing some additional fencing at the rear of the hospital 
adjacent to the pond site. This shelters from view their recycling bins and greatly improves 
that aspect of the site. 
 
The website has now had more than 9,250 views by visitors from 53 countries. It’s regularly 
updated with news, information and dates for your diary. Please do have a look at it and our 
Facebook page if you haven’t already.  
 
A great deal was achieved at our Spring and Autumn work mornings by our hard working 
volunteers. Thank you to all of them and to our team of grass mowers. After a trial session 
showed we could do it ourselves, further sessions before and after the Spring work morning 
removed stumps by the dog leg behind the western hedge near the site of the former dovecote, 
opening up the ground for new life. Work continues to complete the task.  
 
At the end of March, 20 enthusiastic Brownies from the Great Denham Pack with their leaders 
visited in the evening seeking out and investigating the pond’s flora and fauna, ably guided by 
our Chris Jones. You can read the poems they wrote following the visit on our website. 
 
The subsequent April evening ‘frog foray’ identified a welcome wide range of wildlife in the 
pond but no frogs, which is a widespread problem and a bit of a mystery. It could be pollution, 
it could be a fungal disease, it could be climate change, it could be loss of habitat, it could be 
a mix of some of these or all of them. The experts just aren’t sure. Shortly after the foray, two 
broods of ducklings made their debut on the pond followed later by baby moorhens.  
 
We supported the grant application for the proposed Biddenham Heritage Trail and are very 
pleased it was approved. The trail which includes the pond will open in 2015 to mark the 
BIddenham Society’s 50th anniversary. Peter will be speaking at the Society’s AGM in 
December about the pond and dovecote; and also gave an illustrated talk at the Park Road 
Methodist church in October.    
 
Thank you to you, our loyal band of Friends, for your continuing support. We do though need 
more Friends if the pond is to survive for future generations, so please encourage family, 
friends and neighbours to become pond Friends: you can print them a membership form 
from the website. 


