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Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond 
 

Summer ‘Splash Out’ and Annual General Meeting – 7 June 2015 
 

Review of activities 
 

This brief review covers the period since the 2014 Summer ‘Splash Out’ and AGM. 
Calendar year 2015 opened with plenty of water in the pond albeit not quite as much 
as in the two previous years. Hopefully, it will continue to hold its own for the rest of 
the year. 
 

The website continues to attract interest from around the world – it has now had 
more than 10,800 views from visitors from 59 countries, but we would still like more 
‘Followers’ from Biddenham itself. The Facebook page has added another, more 
informal, channel of communication to talk about what’s going on down at the pond. 
Both are two way channels and we welcome comments and contributions. 
 

Both the Autumn and Spring work mornings achieved a great deal, keeping the pond 
site in good order. Our enthusiastic and energetic volunteers worked very hard and in 
the Spring really tested their muscles pulling out from the pond a hawthorn tree that 
had fallen over into the pond during the winter. There was much trimming, lopping 
and general tidying up. Thank you to all the volunteers and to the Manor Hospital for 
providing welcome and reviving refreshments for the volunteers at the work 
mornings. 
 
Our chairman was one of three speakers in December celebrating Biddenham’s 
heritage at the Biddenham Society’s 50th anniversary AGM. He outlined the history of 
the pond and the former dovecote that once stood by it, the rare species to which the 
pond is home, how we manage the pond, and issued a plea for new Friends to join to 
ensure the continued existence of the pond for future generations. 
 

We had supported the grant application for the proposed heritage trail to mark the 
Society’s 50th anniversary and were so pleased the application was approved and the 
pond is included on the trail which was opened in April this year. We were down at 
the pond after the opening to welcome the first walkers following the trail. As luck 
would have it, a mother moorhen chose that moment to show off for the first time her 
brood of six chicks although they were quick to retreat to the reeds once more having 
made their debut. We hope the trail will introduce many more people to the pond who 
might not otherwise have visited, and may bring us new Friends. 

The annual frog foray in March, following the solar eclipse earlier in the day, found 
newts, great crested and smooth, lots of ramshorn snails, caddis fly larvae and other 
small beasties. The frogs missed it again though! But life does go on at the pond.  

We are most grateful to the Lawlor family for the generous donation of a new bench 
for the pond in memory of Chris Lawlor, who grew up in the village and in more 
recent years enjoyed further times at the pond on visits from his home in Australia to 
his mother, Daphne, in the village. We thank too the Biddenham Show committee for 
the generous grant of £100 from the proceeds of last year’s Show which has enabled 
us to buy new warning signs to display when we are working at the pond and will buy 
materials for repairing a section of the stone wall near the pond. 

Next year is the 30th anniversary of the pond restoration project and the pond team 
are looking at how that might be celebrated – watch this space. 
 

(Please turn over) 
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Thank you to all our loyal Friends for your continuing support and please do 
encourage family, friends and neighbours to join the Friends of the village pond. You 
can print them a membership application form direct from our website. And you can 
get automatic email alerts of new posts on the website: look for the ‘+Follow’ button, 
and also keep up to date with the pond on Facebook. 
 

The pond accounts are laid before you on the table with this review, and members of 
the management team will be happy to answer any questions on them or the pond 
generally during the course of the afternoon. The minutes of last year’s AGM are also 
available, as is a copy of our risk assessment document, if you would like to read 
them. 
 

We will hold a brief formal AGM during this afternoon when you will be invited to elect 
the officers and the committee, and to appoint the independent examiner of our 
accounts. 
 

The committee are nominating for re-election as officers, Peter Applewhite as 
chairman, Jane Knight as treasurer, and Jenny Kimber as secretary; and the current 
members of the committee are, happily, willing to carry on and are put forward for re-
election: that is, the three officers together with Gillian Quince, Terry Cross, Chris 
Jones, Trevor Jones and David Wilkinson. 
 

We are pleased that Andrew Ewing is willing to be put forward for re-appointment as 
independent examiner.  
 

We hope you have renewed your membership of the Friends but, if not or if you wish 
to join for the first time, there is a membership form here ready for you and, of course, 
you can print copies from our website. If you haven’t already taken it up, we have a 
standing order arrangement for renewing your membership each year. It’s easy to 
forget to renew but with a standing order in place you don’t need to, it happens 
automatically. 
 

Thank you all for coming and please enjoy your afternoon with us.  
 
 
Peter Applewhite 
Chairman 
 
7 June 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.biddenhamvillagepond.wordpress.com 
     www.facebook.com/biddenhamvillagepond 


