
Highs and lows 
Review of 2015 

Summer 2015 may not have been the best summer on record for sunshine, but 
it certainly managed to drag the water level in the pond way down, as it did in 
reservoirs around the country. We started the year with plenty of water in the 
pond, though it wasn’t as full as the previous two years which did set us 
worrying about how the year might turn out. But though there was very little 
water left in the pond by October, it didn’t dry up completely as it had in 2011. 
We hope Winter and Spring rainfall will restore the balance.  
 

Our grateful thanks to the Lawlor family for the generous donation of a new bench for the pond 

in memory of Chris Lawlor who grew up in Biddenham and enjoyed many happy times by the 

pond. Our grateful thanks also to the Biddenham Show Committee for their grant of £100 

which has bought new warnings signs used when we are working at the pond, and materials 

for the reconstruction of a section of stone wall in the north west corner of the site, which has 

now been carefully and efficiently completed by David Wilkinson and Peter Quince. 

There was much hard work by our volunteers and a great deal was achieved at our regular 
Spring and Autumn work mornings, despite the awful weather at the latter and also for the 
unveiling the same morning of the new village sign, which features the pond on one side which 
we very much appreciate. Thank you to all the work morning volunteers and thank you also to 
the Manor Hospital for providing welcome refreshments for them. There were ad hoc work 
sessions too during the year to trim the hedge, make necessary running repairs, and also to 
clear unwanted growth that was expanding rapidly across the exposed bed of the pond. Thank 
you again to David Wilkinson and Peter Quince in particular. And thank you too to our team of 
grass mowers who keep the pond surrounds looking trim. 
 

Our chairman was one of three speakers celebrating Biddenham’s heritage at the Biddenham 
Society’s 50th anniversary AGM. He issued a plea for those who weren’t yet Friends of the 
pond to consider joining and to encourage others to join to ensure the pond’s continued 
existence for the enjoyment of future generations.  
 

The frog foray in March discovered newts, great crested and smooth, ramshorn snails, caddis 
fly larvae and various other small beasties, although once again the frogs were conspicuous 
by their absence. The pond dip in July also identified a good range of invertebrates, molluscs 
and newt larvae. So life does go on in the pond. And on it, where the moorhens once more 
raised a brood. 
 

The Biddenham Society’s new Heritage Trail opened in April and we welcomed walkers to the 

pond as they first followed the trail after the official opening ceremony. We hope the trail will 

introduce many more people to the pond who might not otherwise have visited, and may in 

turn bring us new Friends. 

A sunny day helped bring a really good crowd to the Biddenham Show in September, and we 

were pleased to welcome many of them to our display in the school hall, including the High 

Sheriff of Bedfordshire, the Countess of Erroll who told us about her great crested newts. 

Our pond website and Facebook page continue to be well visited both from at home and 

abroad. Last but not least, thank you to you, our loyal band of Friends, for your continuing 

support. The pond management team couldn’t do what we do without you. 


