
Extract from the Spring 2016 edition of Splash 

Some events from the last 30 years … 

In 1986 the project began, and the pond was cleared out with a JCB by policeman Mr 

Eales, who then lived in the village. In 1987 a £350 grant was received from the Shell 

Countryside Campaign and the project team won a Village Ventures award. The next 

year was a pink year - the dreaded weed azolla first appeared: it’s been a regular 

problematic visitor ever since. And in 1989 water was pumped from the river by a long 

pipeline to a depleted pond.  

Jumping on a little, in 1994 Don Sherwood repaired the stone wall and in the next year 

restored the gate from the triangle, which was officially ‘opened’ by Graham Bates. In 

the same year, the Fire Brigade came to the rescue of the pond for the first time. 1996 

arrived and the 10th anniversary of the pond project dawned: and there was a cake. 

The Fire Brigade came to the rescue again as for another year water in the pond was 

running low. To try and help with that problem, in 1997 work was done to divert water 

from the Manor Hospital roof into the pond. That year, the Friends’ membership 

subscription was increased to £5 per household and we have held it at that amount 

ever since – what tremendous value! 

1999, the duck house was installed. Some of you will remember it and its initial false 

start. But after many years of service, very little of it to the ducks as it transpired, it was 

decided not to replace it when it finally fell apart. 2003 proved a vintage year: Splash 

was introduced replacing the previous pond newsletter, the first Easter Egg hunt by 

the pond was held, the first information board was erected by the pond and unveiled 

by County Councillor Roger Gwynne Jones, and the Fire Brigade rode to the rescue 

once more. The next year a new nature trail leaflet was published to complement the 

information board. In the next year, guess what – yes, it was the friendly Fire Brigade 

here again. Then, and  how time does fly, 2006 arrived marking the pond project’s 20th 

anniversary, with another cake, and as if by magic two swans appeared on the pond 

and as luck would have it Dorothy was there to photograph them for the subsequent 

anniversary notelets that were produced. And remember the BBQ and Jazz by the 

pond? 

2007 saw our first village-wide recruitment drive, a copy of Splash being delivered to 

every home in the village with an encouraging result on that occasion, and the standing 

order arrangement for subscriptions was introduced. 2008 saw the last Winter Evening 

and the switch in 2009 to the more relaxed and informal Summer ‘Splash Out’. 2009 

brought some planting in the triangle to begin to form more of a ‘glade’, the pond was 

filmed for an item on the midwife toad for BBC’s ‘The One Show’, the pond hut was 

once more burgled and damaged, and as an organisation we entered a more steady 

state as essentially a care and maintenance organisation and an enabler rather than 

initiator of educational projects. 

In 2011 the pond dried up completely for the first time in living memory, and we moved 

to managing the pond as a ‘natural’ pond, relying on Mother Nature, who repaid our 

trust subsequently with a record breaking full pond. 2013 was a busy year with the 



unveiling of a bright new updated  information board by Peter Culverwell and the 

launch of the pond’s own website, making the pond more widely and easily accessible, 

and 2014 saw the launch of the pond’s Facebook page, extending our reach to an 

even wider audience. Both have proved very popular and are well and regularly visited 

from around the world. Brown direction signs to the pond were erected at both ends 

of the Coffin Path, with help from our local councillors Roger Rigby and Jon Gambold, 

so no excuse now for not finding the pond! 

In 2015, the Biddenham Society’s 50th anniversary village Heritage Trail was opened, 

the pond featuring on the trail and on its information boards, and the new village sign, 

unveiled later in the year also features the village pond on one side, recognition of the 

pond as a significant feature of the village’s heritage. 

We’ve only been able to scratch the surface of everything that has gone on at the pond 

and that is involved in managing it, and to mention only a few of all the many people 

who have helped so willingly over 30 years to ensure the pond lives on, but we do 

thank them all so very much. We hope this brief review has brought back some happy 

memories, and here’s to the next 30 years.  

 


