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Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond 
 

Summer ‘Splash Out’ and Annual General Meeting – 12 June 2016 
 

Review of activities 
 

This brief review covers the period since the 2015 Summer ‘Splash Out’ and AGM and so includes almost half 
of 2016 during which we are celebrating the 30th anniversary of the start of the project to restore and conserve 
Biddenham’s village pond as an amenity for the village and a haven for wildlife. The Friends today are 
continuing that work, begun back in 1986 by the redoubtable Dorothy and her team, and we have planned a 
series of events during the year to celebrate the anniversary, most in collaboration with other village 
organisations to celebrate also the community spirit that underpins Biddenham as an exceptional place in 
which to live. 
 
Looking back at the last twelve months, the water level in the pond began to drop during the Summer and 
Autumn and whilst there was water in the pond at the start of calendar year 2016 it wasn’t as much as ideally 
we would have liked. The early months of the year saw storms and heavy rainfall elsewhere in the country but 
it was really into March before sufficient rain fell on Biddenham to produce at last a healthier level of water in 
the pond. 
 
A sunny day last September brought a good crowd to the Biddenham Show and we were pleased to welcome 
many of them to our display in the school hall, including the High Sheriff of Bedfordshire, the Countess of 
Erroll, who told us about her great crested newts. We are thrilled that, as part of our 30th anniversary 
celebrations, the Show Committee has chosen the pond as the theme for the 2016 Biddenham Show. 
 
The new village sign was unveiled in November and we are so pleased it includes on one side a picture of the 
village pond, further recognition of the significance of our 300 year-old pond within the village’s heritage. It 
was a very, very wet day and just happened to be the same day as our Autumn work morning.  Undaunted 
our band of volunteers worked on through the torrential rain to leave the site in good order for the Winter. 
Unusually, the Spring work morning the following April also proved a wet one but again our volunteers worked 
through the rain tidying the site for the Summer. The rain did mean the traditional Spring bonfire couldn’t be 
fired up, and it remains to be fired one fine day. A big thank you to all our hardy volunteers and to the Manor 
Hospital for the very welcome refreshments. 
 
There were a good number of ad hoc work sessions during the year, repairing the stone wall in the northwest 
corner beyond the pond, finally clearing the remaining stumps from that area, clearing unwanted growth from 
the pond, and a number of necessary running repairs. Thanks to all our grass mowing volunteers, grass 
cutting continued through into the Autumn and began again in the Spring. Unfortunately and despite regular 
servicing, the mower broke down on the first cut of the season in March incurring an expensive repair to get it 
back into action. 
 
The frog foray in March wasn’t blessed with amphibians, it might have been a little early, but robust 
populations of greater and lesser ramshorn snails and small zooplankton were spotted, which is good for the 
health of the pond.  
 
Our first anniversary event was in April with our chairman Peter’s presentation to the Biddenham History 
Society on the history of carp ponds and dovecotes, including the village’s own, and talking too about some 
village characters of yesteryear. Today’s special Summer Splash Out is our second event and will be followed 
by a slideshow at the July First Friday lunch, our stalls at the pond-themed Biddenham Show in September, 
and events will conclude with an anniversary concert in November jointly with the Friends of St James when 
‘Heart and Music’ will perform and there will be refreshments after in the Church Barn. 
 
Earlier in April, Peter gave a brief update at the Annual Parish Meeting on what has been going on at the 
pond, and invited those present to become Friends and to join us at our anniversary events during the year; 
and in May, he talked to ramblers about the pond during the Friends of St James Bank Holiday Monday 
ramble. 
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The pond sits by the side of the ancient Coffin Path and we are supporting and joining in the efforts seeking its 
restoration following its destruction in the field to the west of the pond in April. We have also made known and 
will continue to express our concerns about the potential impact on the pond, not to say the village, were 
proposals for development of fields adjacent to the pond to be accepted in the Bedford Local Plan to 2035. 
 
Our website and Facebook page continue to be well used and visited, attracting interest from around the 
world. 
 
Thank you to all our loyal Friends for your continuing support and please do encourage family, friends and 
neighbours to join the Friends of the village pond. You can print them a membership application form direct 
from our website. And you can get automatic email alerts of new posts on the website: look for the ‘+Follow’ 
button, and also keep up to date with the pond on Facebook. 
 
The pond accounts for the year ended 31 December 2015 are available to view and members of the 
management team will be happy to answer any questions on them or the pond generally during the course of 
the afternoon. The minutes of last year’s AGM are also available, as is a copy of our risk assessment 
document, if you would like to read them. 
 

Just before we mention the formal business of the AGM, a plea for help: in the May issue 

of ‘The Loop’, the Chairman of the Parish Council kindly commented that the pond is being well looked after 
but also quite rightly said that an issue is the need for some younger people to join the management 
committee so that its good work continues well into the future. It isn’t too onerous or too time consuming - we 
give what time and effort we each can - but it’s certainly very rewarding, safeguarding this important feature of 
Biddenham’s heritage. If you have a little time to spare and would like to join the team managing and 
conserving the pond as a village amenity and haven for wildlife, we would love to hear from you: please 
contact Peter (peter.applewhite@btopenworld.com) or any other member of the team.  
 
We will hold a brief formal AGM during this afternoon when you will be invited to elect the officers and the 
committee, and to appoint the independent examiner of our accounts. Terry Cross is retiring from the 
committee today and we thank him very much for all his hard work and wise counsel over the years.  
 
The committee are nominating for re-election as officers, Peter Applewhite as chairman, Jane Knight as 
treasurer, and Jenny Kimber as secretary; and the remaining current members of the committee are willing to 
carry on and are put forward for re-election: that is, the three officers together with Gillian Quince, Chris 
Jones, Trevor Jones and David Wilkinson. 
 
We are pleased that Andrew Ewing is willing to be put forward for re-appointment as independent examiner.  
 
We hope you have renewed your membership of the Friends but, if not or if you wish to join for the first time, 
there is a membership form here ready for you and, of course, you can print copies from our website. It’s 
increasingly popular but if you haven’t already taken it up, we have a standing order arrangement for renewing 
your membership each year. It’s easy to forget to renew but with a standing order in place you don’t need to, it 
happens automatically. 
 
Thank you all for coming and please enjoy your afternoon with us.  
 
 

Peter Applewhite 
Chairman 

12 June 2016 
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