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Response by the Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond 

 to the Consultation Paper on the Biddenham Conservation Area 

 Character Appraisal and Management Plan 

 
The Friends’ response  
The Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond welcomes and is encouraged by the 

Consultation Paper which it finds to be a comprehensive, informative and interesting report 

that captures the essence of Biddenham that makes it such a special place: 

 its rural village character; 

 its place as an old established, well preserved and verdant village with great visual 

appeal; 

 the benefit of the views of the countryside around the village that add to its 

character as an independent rural settlement; and 

 the longstanding and high level of interest of villagers, both individually and through 

village societies including the Friends of the village pond, in conserving and 

protecting its heritage, character and natural beauty.  

 

The Friends fully supports the proposals in the Consultation Paper for three extensions to 

the boundary of the Conservation Area, welcoming in particular extension 2, the inclusion of 

the village pond and the meadow beyond through which passes the ancient causeway, the 

Coffin Path, by which sits the village pond. 

 

                   
                    The direction signs in Gold Lane                                           The direction signs by the Church 

 

The Friends fully supports too the Management Plan to preserve and protect the extended 

Conservation Area set out in the Consultation Paper. 
 

Biddenham and its village pond 

A village pond is an important feature of a traditional English village, together with the 

village church, the pub, the village green and active village societies. In many villages some 

maybe all of these have disappeared. But in Biddenham we are fortunate still to have them 

all: fortunate through the efforts over the years of those determined to retain the heritage, 

character, spirit and natural beauty of the village.  
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                                               The historic Biddenham village pond  

 

The Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond continues today the work, begun back in 1986, 

of conserving and maintaining our 300 year-old village pond as an amenity for the village 

and a haven for wildlife. In this, the pond project’s 30th anniversary year, we are holding a 

series of celebratory events, most in collaboration with other village organisations to 

celebrate also the community spirit that underpins Biddenham as an exceptional place in 

which to live. We are thrilled that the Biddenham Show, held each year, has chosen the 

village pond for its theme in this our anniversary year. 
  
In 2015, Biddenham’s Heritage Trail was opened to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 

formation of the Biddenham Society. The pond features on the trail and on its information 

boards which include pictures of the pond and other landmarks on the trail painted by 

villagers, and the pond also features on one side of the new village sign unveiled later in the 

year, both further recognition of the pond as a significant and substantial feature of the 

village’s heritage.  

 

                                              
      A heritage trail board with a picture of the pond                                      The new village sign 
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The objects of the Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond are to: 

 conserve the pond and site as an attractive habitat for wildlife; 

 provide an area for quiet recreation for villagers and visitors; and  

 provide an area available to educational and other organisations and to individuals 

for encouraging the study and the preservation of the environment, particularly 

amongst the younger members of the community (see Appendix A). 
 

In 2013, we unveiled by the pond an updated and extended information board for visitors, 

which includes details of the dovecote that once stood by the pond, replacing our first board 

installed by the pond in 2003. A longstanding village resident, Peter Culverwell BEM, 

unveiled the board together with village children representing future generations. 

 

                                         
      The 2013 information board with the meadow beyond                       The unveiling ceremony 

 

In the same year, we launched the pond’s own website, making information about the pond 

more widely and easily accessible (the Home page of the website is reproduced in Appendix B), and 

subsequently launched the pond’s Facebook page extending our reach to an even wider 

audience. Both have proved very popular and are well and regularly visited from around the 

world.  
 

The village pond, originally a carp pond created by Sir William Boteler and his wife Elizabeth 

some 316 years ago to provide fish for the Manor table, is home to a wide range of flora and 

fauna, including two rare species: the great crested newt, which is a protected species, and 

the midwife toad.  

 

                                          
                                  Great crested newt                                                                        Midwife toad  
 

In 1706, Sir William having died three years earlier, Elizabeth built a dovecote by the pond 

to provide meat and eggs for the Manor. Although restored in 1932 by Sir Herbert Trustram 

Eve, with advice from the eminent Professor Albert Richardson, the dovecote was 

unexpectedly demolished in 1966, a sad loss of a unique feature of Biddenham’s heritage.  
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                                       The former dovecote in the meadow beyond the village pond  

                                                                            and north of Church End 
 

The importance of the meadow beyond the pond and north of Church End 

The pond relies for its water on precipitation and run off from the adjacent fields, which in 

turn provide important ‘green corridors’ for the movement and health of wildlife. We have 

already made known therefore and will continue to express our concerns about the 

potential impact on the pond and on wildlife, and on the village, were proposals for 

development of fields adjacent to the pond to be accepted in the Bedford Local Plan to 

2035. In those respects, the proposed extension 2 to the Conservation Area would be of 

some welcome benefit in safeguarding the future of both the pond and also the meadow 

beyond so that, as they have been enjoyed by past generations and are enjoyed presently, 

they may also be enjoyed by the generations to come and may continue to provide a haven 

and a ‘pathway’ for wildlife.  
 

The loss of the dovecote in the meadow beyond the pond and north of Church End in 1966 

has served since then to reinforce villagers’ determination to do all they can to ensure 

Biddenham’s character, heritage and natural beauty suffer no further such losses. But, can 

lightning strike in the same place twice?  
 

It can, and in Biddenham it seemed it might have with the unheralded damage in April this 

year to the Coffin Path, a significant feature of Biddenham’s history and heritage (as described 

on the next page), by a change in agricultural practice, possibly threatening the Path’s very 

existence in the same meadow in which the former dovecote once stood. Running a tractor 

wheel along the route of the Path was neither adequate nor appropriate restoration for this 

ancient causeway. We are heartened therefore to have heard only yesterday (13 July) that, 

following representations from the village, the Path is now to be restored by the landowner 

after the current crop is harvested, and we fully support the continuing efforts to ensure 

that restoration is both proper and fitting for this historic Path, and long lasting. In that 

respect too therefore, we welcome proposed extension 2. 
 

 
Spring 2016 pond work morning volunteers walk to recreate the route of the 

Coffin Path through the meadow, a process villagers are continuing today. 
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The ancient causeway, known as the Coffin Path, leads from Gold Lane past the village pond, 

across the meadow to the Church (see the pictures of the direction signs on the first page of this 

response). The Boteler family left £2 per year for the upkeep of the path in the 18th century 

and it is required to be maintained at six feet wide by ancient decree. Burials of the working 

classes were carried out by their friends, using the shortest route - the Coffin Path - because 

the coffins were heavy. 
 

According to the Rev W Monkhouse BD this ancient causeway probably formed the missing 

part of the Roman road known as the Akeman Street, which ran from Bath to Newport 

Pagnell and then from Bedford to the Eastern Counties. The missing section could be the 

line running through Astwood, Stagsden, Bromham Bridge and Biddenham. It has all the 

features of a Roman road being straight and with a raised surface (Richards, D (1991) Biddenham: 

A Parish History and Guide). 
 

Conclusion 

Inclusion in the Biddenham Conservation Area offers some benefits for the preservation and 

protection of important features of the village’s rich heritage, character and natural beauty. 

The Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond fully supports the proposals for three extensions 

to the Conservation Area, in particular extension 2, and welcomes the Management Plan for 

ensuring the integrity of the Conservation Area is maintained and protected.  

 

 
Looking across the pond to the former Manor farmhouse, once home to farmer Charles Howard (1825-1895), 

the son of John Howard (1791-1878), founder of the Britannia Works in Bedford and designer and 

manufacturer of the “Champion Plough of England”, undoubtedly used in the fields of Biddenham (Richards, D 

(1991) Biddenham: A Parish History and Guide). 

.  
 

Submitted by Peter Applewhite, Chairman 

on behalf of the Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond 

14 July 2016 

 
 

www.biddenhamvillagepond.wordpress.com 

www.facebook.com/biddenhamvillagepond 
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Appendix A 
 

Object: to provide an area available to educational and other 

organisations and to individuals for encouraging the study and the 

preservation of the environment, particularly amongst the younger 

members of the community 

 
The village pond gives today’s children the opportunity to learn, on their doorstep, 

about the importance of preserving and conserving their environment not only for today 

but for the benefit of the generations to come, and the succeeding generations of the 

flora and fauna the children have discovered and enjoyed on their visits.  

 

The Great Denham Brownies came to the pond to explore its fauna and flora, with help 

from the Friends wildlife expert, Chris Jones. They recorded their finds on worksheets at 

the pond, and after the visit the Brownies wrote poems about their experience: 
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Village children enjoyed this year a summer afternoon 30th anniversary pond dipping, led 

by Chris, and found that life in the pond is thriving, discovering newt larvae, ramshorn 

snails, caddis fly larvae, May fly larvae and a variety of other mini beasts: 
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Appendix B 

 

The Home page of the Biddenham Village Pond website 

(The various links throughout this page on the website to other pages on the website 

are not incorporated in this Appendix) 

 
Nestling in a quiet corner of the lovely village of Biddenham, amongst trees and fields 
with views to the ancient village church and beyond, lies one of Biddenham’s cherished 
treasures – the tranquil village pond. 
 
Created in 1700 by the Boteler family as a carp pond to supply fish to Biddenham Manor, it’s 
still here today as a nature conservation area and village amenity for everyone’s enjoyment. 
It features on the Biddenham Heritage Trail opened in April 2015 and on the new village 
sign unveiled later that year. There are benches you can relax on and appreciate the natural 
beauty all about you, and an information board to tell you about the pond. We hope you’ll 
visit: you can find directions and a plan of the pond, and you can print a leaflet to guide you 
on your walk round the pond. There are photographs to browse in our gallery before you 
visit, or just to enjoy at home. 
 
We welcome visits to the pond by schools and youth groups to make use of this valuable 
local resource for projects and studies across the curriculum.  
 
The Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond keeps this special place available for you and 
future generations to discover and enjoy. A dedicated team of volunteers undertakes the 
continuing conservation and maintenance work and fund raising needed to preserve and 
manage the pond and its surrounds. Funding comes mainly from Friends’ annual 
subscriptions; and grants and donations have been gratefully received from the local 
councils and village and other organisations. 
 
You can find out what has been happening at the pond each year in the Friends’ annual 
review of activities. But why wait when you can be bang up to date with automatic email 
alerts of new posts the moment we make them: press the ‘+Follow’ button below. 
 
There’s more information about becoming a Friend and a membership form to join: you’ll 
be most welcome. You can just be a Friend helping support the pond or be an active 
participant in practical conservation work in the fresh air in the ‘green gym’ down at the 
pond. You can find details of events and activities in the diary. There are special events this 
year, the 30th anniversary of the project which began in 1986 to restore and conserve the 
village pond as a village amenity and a haven for wildlife, and the Biddenham Show will have 
the village pond as its theme. 
 
In a field by the pond there once stood a substantial dovecote built by Elizabeth Boteler in 
1706 to supply meat and eggs for the Manor table as the pond supplied fish. Although 
restored in 1932 the dovecote was later demolished in 1966, a sad loss of a unique part of 
the village’s rich heritage. 


