
Our thirtieth year looking after the village pond 
Review of 2016 

We had water in the pond as our 30th anniversary year dawned although not quite as much as ideally 
we would have liked. But through some very mixed weather over subsequent months, no rain, then 
lots of rain, then extremely high temperatures, the pond has held its own. Whilst wet and warm helped 
retain water in the pond, it also encouraged considerable growth of vegetation in and around it. It’s 
important we tackle that to ensure unwanted reeds and weeds aren’t allowed to encroach too far 
across the pond.  
 

It might have been a little early for amphibians to make their appearance at the frog foray on 18 March but robust 
populations of ramshorn snails and small zooplankton were identified which is good for a healthy pond. Our Spring work 
morning on 16 April was unusually wet and chilly but our volunteers worked hard tidying the site, warmed by their efforts 
and by the welcome refreshments kindly provided by the Manor Hospital, but not on this occasion by the traditional 
bonfire which could not be fired on such a wet day. Although regularly serviced, our pond mower broke down on its first 
outing, requiring an expensive repair. Our team of grass mowers who keep the pond surrounds looking trim resumed 
business once the repair was completed, and thank you very much to them for their hard work. 
 

Peter Applewhite gave a brief update at the Parish Assembly on 13 April about conservation activities at the pond; and 
this was followed on 25 April by our first special anniversary event, a presentation by Peter to the Biddenham History 
Society on the history of carp ponds and dovecotes, including the village’s own, talking in passing about some village 
characters of yesteryear. On 2 May he talked to ramblers about the pond and dovecote during the Friends of St James 
Bank Holiday Monday ramble. 
 

Our anniversary events continued with a slideshow of 30 years of pond events, activities and people at the First Friday 
lunch on 1 July, and a number of lunchers, as they munched, were able to spot themselves in some of the slides. And 
a big thank you to First Friday for a generous grant of £100 to our working funds which was presented to us in September.  
 

On a sunny 3 July Chris Jones led a well-attended anniversary pond dipping, the young dippers revealing that life in the 
pond was thriving. And some two weeks later, the 10th (Christ Church) Brownies were delighted to confirm those findings 
on their visit to the pond for some dipping as part of their activities for the award of the Wildlife Explorer badge. And 
during all this excitement the moorhens were breeding prolifically albeit they were quick to hide in the reeds when 
approached.  
 

The Biddenham Show had kindly chosen, in our anniversary year, a pond theme for the Show on 11 September, with 
many pond-themed competitions. Congratulations to all those who took part for your wonderful entries. The little 
ducklings won the fancy dress competition and a cabbage was judged the vegetable looking most like a frog. We had 
our regular display in the school hall but also a special anniversary stall on the field where children and adults alike had 
a great deal of fun playing Freddie Frog’s Jetty Jump and Pond Pinball. We were blessed with another sunny day, 
particularly welcome after the rain the day before setting up the show. 
 

In October we were very pleased to welcome Paul Godden, who has volunteered for us at a number of work mornings 
and other events, as a new member of the management committee. 
 

Our Autumn work morning on 12 November was an unprecedented third wet work morning in a row. But undaunted our 
hardy and loyal volunteers again worked hard, tidying the site for the Winter. Thank you to them and to the Manor 
Hospital for the refreshments that kept them going. A few days later, work started on the major task of removing 
unwanted reeds and weeds from the pond, with more sessions to follow.  
 

Our anniversary year special events concluded on 19 November in truly magnificent style with the joint concert in the 
Church with the Friends of St James with songs, poetry and fun from ‘Heart and Music’, followed by some more fizz and 
another anniversary cake in the Church Barn! What a really splendid performance by the choir culminating in a rousing 
illuminated Frog Chorus that brought the house down! A most enjoyable and memorable night to round off a memorable 
year. 
 

Our pond website and Facebook page continued to be well visited both from at home and abroad. And, finally, thank 
you to you, our loyal band of Friends for your continuing support. We hope you have enjoyed all the events in our 
anniversary year as much as we have. 


