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Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond 
 

Summer ‘Splash Out’ and Annual General Meeting – 11 June 2017 
 

Review of activities 
 

This brief review covers the period since the 2016 Summer ‘Splash Out’ and AGM and so includes the second 
half of 2016 during which we continued to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the start of the project to restore 
and conserve Biddenham’s village pond as an amenity for the village and a haven for wildlife.  
 
The programme of special events held to celebrate the anniversary, most in collaboration with other village 
organisations to celebrate also the community spirit that underpins Biddenham as an exceptional place in 
which to live, concluded with a splendid joint ‘Heart & Music’ concert in the church with the Friends of St 
James in November. Before that, our Summer ‘Splash Out’ in June was a rather special one as befitted such 
an anniversary, followed by a slide show at the July First Friday lunch, and our games extravaganza and 
display at the pond-themed Biddenham Show in September. A big thank you to both First Friday and the 
Biddenham Show for the generous grants subsequently received from them. 
 
Our Autumn work morning in November was an unprecedented third wet work morning in a row. But 
undaunted our hardy and loyal volunteers again worked hard, tidying the site for the Winter. A few days later, 
work started on the major task of removing unwanted reeds and weeds from the pond, and more sessions 
followed. 
 
November also brought the welcome official inclusion of the village pond by the Borough Council in an 
extension to the Biddenham Conservation Area. The Coffin Path was also included although only that part of 
the meadow lying between the Path and Church End. 
 
The pond held water for the remainder of 2016 but once again whilst there was water in the pond at the start 
of 2017, it was not as much as we would have liked. The pond relies for its survival on precipitation and run off 
from adjacent fields, so the generally dry weather since - the Winter was the driest for 20 years - has not 

helped and we are concerned at how the pond will fare if the year continues with little rainfall.  
 
Not unexpectedly, yet again Chris and this year three keen forayers didn’t encounter any frogs on a lovely 
Frog Foray evening in March. But they did discover newts, common and the protected great crested, in the 
pond with Ramshorn snails, water boatmen, clouds of daphnia, and other little beasties. Not always seen, but 
happily life carries on in the pond. Thank you to Chris and the enthusiastic forayers who accompanied him.  
 
And the very next day, at last fine weather for a work morning and the return of the Spring bonfire. Our nine 
well equipped and energetic volunteers worked hard, trimming, strimming, mowing and tidying and leaving the 
site in good order for the remainder of Spring and the Summer. 
 
Thank you very much to the volunteers at both work mornings and to the Manor Hospital for the welcome 
refreshments giving them a mid-morning boost. 
 
The western jetty is showing signs of wear and tear. We’ve investigated the work and materials needed to 
restore it to a more pristine state and will be undertaking the repair work later in the year. Azolla has continued 
to spread remorselessly over the pond and, taking into account great crested newt breeding activity, we 
expect to undertake the process of removing it in the next few weeks.  
 
In May, Peter gave a brief update at the Annual Parish Assembly on what has been going on at the pond and 
on the issues of current concern:  
 

 the Local Plan 2035 - proposals for the development of land adjacent to the pond in the 2035 Plan are 
of great concern for the survival and wellbeing of the pond and its wildlife. We have responded to the 
Borough Council’s Consultation Paper expressing our concerns and our response was posted on the 
pond website and a copy to read is available also at this meeting; and 

 the need for more villagers to come forward willing to play a part in managing nature conservation in 
Biddenham, both for today and for future generations to be able to continue to enjoy this special 
village, its green spaces and wildlife. 

(Please turn over) 



 2 

Our website and Facebook page continue to be well used and visited, attracting interest from around the 
world. 
 
Thank you to all our loyal Friends for your continuing support and please do encourage family, friends and 
neighbours to join the Friends of the village pond. You can print them a membership application form direct 
from our website. And you can get automatic email alerts of new posts on the website: look for the ‘+Follow’ 
button, and also keep up to date with the pond on Facebook. 
 
The pond accounts for the year ended 31 December 2016 are available to view and members of the 
management team will be happy to answer any questions on them or the pond generally during the course of 
the afternoon. The minutes of last year’s AGM are also available, as is a copy of our risk assessment 
document which is regularly reviewed, if you would like to read them. 
 
We will hold a brief formal AGM during this afternoon when you will be invited to elect the officers and the 
committee, and to appoint the independent examiner of our accounts. Our Secretary of 12 years, Jenny 
Kimber is retiring from the committee today and we thank her so much for being such a tower of efficient, cool, 
calm and collected strength over all those years. We will miss her.  
 
The committee are nominating for re-election as officers, Peter Applewhite as chairman, and Jane Knight as 
treasurer, and are nominating Paul Godden, a good friend of the pond, for election as our new secretary. The 
remaining current members of the committee are willing to carry on and are put forward for re-election: that is, 
those three officers together with Gillian Quince, Chris Jones and David Wilkinson. 
 
We are pleased that Andrew Ewing is willing to be put forward for re-appointment as independent examiner.  
 
We hope you have renewed your membership of the Friends but, if not or if you wish to join for the first time, 
there is a membership form here ready for you and, of course, you can print copies from our website. It’s 
increasingly popular but if you haven’t already taken it up, we have a standing order arrangement for renewing 
your membership each year. It’s easy to forget to renew but with a standing order in place you don’t need to, it 
happens automatically. 
 
Thank you all for coming and we hope you will enjoy your afternoon with us.  
 
 

Peter Applewhite 
Chairman 

11 June 2017 
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