
Business more back to normal 
Review of 2017 

We settled down this year to our more usual programme of activities after the 
excitement of our 30th anniversary year. Unfortunately, yet again there was not 
as much water in the pond as we would have liked as the year started. The driest 
Winter for 20 years and the dry Spring that followed did nothing to help, nor did 
Summer and the Autumn despite the occasional downpour.  The pond does rely 
on precipitation and run off so not surprisingly the water level continued to 
decline as the year went on. Though there was very little water left in the pond 
by October, it didn’t dry up completely and we hope rainfall in the coming Winter 
and Spring will restore the balance.  
 

The Borough Council’s Local Plan 2035 could cause further problems in the future were 

development to be allowed on fields adjacent to the pond from which run-off water can 

currently reach it. We responded to the Council’s consultation paper expressing our concerns 

about the impact, both practical and aesthetic, on our historic pond and its wildlife, were 

development to be permitted by it which, as we write, is indeed currently being threatened: we 

will continue to stress our concerns.  

The return of fine weather for our Spring work morning on 1 April meant the return of the 
Spring bonfire. The weather was kind too for our Autumn work morning on 11 November. Our 
nine volunteers in the Spring and appropriately 11 volunteers in the Autumn (see page 3) 
worked very hard to tidy and prepare the site for the respective coming months. Thank you so 
much to all our volunteers and to the Manor Hospital for providing welcome refreshments for 
them. Thank you also to our team of grass mowers who keep the pond surrounds looking trim. 
 

Whilst no frogs turned up, again, Chris was accompanied by three keen forayers at the 
traditional frog foray on a lovely evening on 31 March, which demonstrated that regardless of 
conditions a wide range of life carries on in the pond. However, by 16 July there was so little 
water in the pond that the pond dipping afternoon became rather an exercise in what Chris 
could scoop out in a saucer! 
 

Peter updated the Parish Assembly in May on pond activities and issues of concern: the Local 

Plan 2035 and the continuing need for more villagers willing to play a part in nature 

conservation in Biddenham.  

We enjoyed a well-attended Summer Splash Out and AGM on 11 June, and on 10 September 

welcomed visitors to our stall in the Village Hall at the Biddenham Show, where our slideshow 

renewed memories of all the special events of our 30th anniversary year (see page1).  

Our pond website and Facebook page continue to be well visited both from at home and 
abroad. Do have a look at them if you haven’t already. 
 

We are a small and ageing management team and do need villagers willing to come forward 
and join us so our work can continue well into the future for the benefit of succeeding 
generations. It isn’t too onerous or time-consuming but is very rewarding work. You would be 
very welcome: please do get in touch and tell others who might be interested but who may not 
yet be Friends of the Pond and may not have seen this newsletter. 
 

Last but not least, thank you to you, our loyal band of Friends, for your continuing support. 

The pond management team couldn’t do what we do without you. 


