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Response to planning application 18/00140/MAO for the 

construction of 250 houses on land to the west of Gold Lane, 

Biddenham 

The Friends’ response  
We have considered carefully this application and the associated documents currently 

included with it, and this response thereafter sets out our objection to the application and 

our reasons for asking for the application to be refused.  

 

We provide further information in subsequent sections of this response about our village 

pond, its wildlife, its location in the Biddenham Conservation area, its rural setting, its place 

in the wider environment, the wide ranging benefits derived from our natural environment 

for the health and wellbeing of this and future generations, and the need to protect and 

conserve that natural environment, all of which would be adversely affected by the 

development proposed in this application. 

  
The Friends object to this application most strongly and we set out here the reasons why 

this application should be refused: 

 

 Biddenham, whilst within the urban area boundary, is recognised by the Borough 

Council as having special characteristics which set it apart from the adjoining urban 

development and which should be maintained; 

 the land is protected by Council policy in the Allocations and Designations Local Plan 

of July 2013, and this application conflicts with and is contrary to that policy;  

 Planning Inspectors since 2002 have recognised the importance of this visual 

separation between communities around Biddenham  

 the development is neither appropriate nor necessary as the Borough Council's 

current Local Plan to 2021 has sufficient provision to meet the housing requirements 

of the Plan; 

 there are in the Borough plenty of more sustainable and brown field sites that 

should be prioritised;  

 the proposed development would impose an excessive burden on local 

infrastructure;  

 there is no safe access to the land: the proposal in the application would create a 

hazardous access point onto the narrow Gold Lane and add enormously to existing 

traffic problems on Gold Lane, through Biddenham, and at the Bromham Road/Deep 

Spinney roundabout (250 houses x 1 car each = 250 cars accessing the narrow roads 



and joining and exacerbating queues at the roundabout; 250 houses x 2 cars = 500 

cars);  

 the indicative housing density is 32 – 40 dwellings per hectare, way above and out of 

keeping with the surrounding settlements; 

 Biddenham is already surrounded by a great deal of new building which is changing 

the nature of the environment fundamentally; and   

 the environment and biodiversity would be adversely affected by the development, 

including our historic village pond and its rare and protected species through not 

least its impact on the water table and the availability and ability of water to reach 

the pond from this adjacent land, and the delicate balance of nature would be 

harmed. 

The essence of Biddenham 
In the recent past, the Friends had occasion to respond to the Consultation Paper on the 

Biddenham Conservation Area Character Appraisal and Management Plan. The Friends 

welcomed and was encouraged by the Consultation Paper which captured and recorded the 

essence of Biddenham that makes it such a special place: 

 

 its rural village character; 

 its place as an old established, well preserved and verdant village with great visual 

appeal; 

 the benefit of the views of the countryside around the village that add to its 

character as an independent rural settlement; and 

 the longstanding and high level of interest of villagers, both individually and through 

village societies including the Friends of the village pond, in conserving and 

protecting its heritage, character and natural beauty.  

 

The village pond and its setting 
The village pond, originally a carp pond created by Sir William Boteler and his wife Elizabeth 

some 318 years ago to provide fish for the Manor table, is home to a wide range of flora and 

fauna, including two rare species: the great crested newt, which is a protected species, and 

the midwife toad.  

 

                                     
                     The village pond                                                                             A great crested newt – a protected species 

 



The pond relies for its water on precipitation and run off from the adjacent fields, which in 

turn provide important ‘green corridors’ for the movement and health of wildlife. We have 

previously made known and express again here our concerns about the adverse impact on 

the pond and on wildlife were proposals for development of the fields adjacent to the pond 

to be approved.  

The village pond is part of a larger and complex natural network of flora and fauna within 

essentially a rural setting. That environment and biodiversity would be adversely affected by 

the proposed development, including our village pond and the wildlife it supports through 

not least the impact of development on the water table and the availability and ability of 

water to reach the pond from this adjacent land, harming the delicate balance of nature. 

In addition to the practical impact, development of land west of Gold Lane would have a 
substantial aesthetic impact on the pond, set as it is in the presently attractive open and 
wildlife friendly landscape around it and also now within the Biddenham Conservation Area. 
 

Following the conclusion of the review of the Conservation Area, referred to above, we 

welcomed the inclusion of the village pond in the extended Conservation Area, which we 

believe should have the welcome benefit of safeguarding the future of both the pond and 

also the meadows beyond so that, as they have been enjoyed by past generations and are 

enjoyed presently, they may also be enjoyed by the generations to come and may continue 

to provide a haven and a ‘pathway’ for wildlife, unharmed by development.  
 

Given the wide ranging benefits derived from our natural environment for the health and 
wellbeing of this and future generations, and the need to protect and conserve that natural 
environment, not least species protected by the law, wildlife corridors, and sites of local 
importance, and to safeguard the future of the Biddenham village pond, its wildlife and the 
open wildlife friendly landscape in which it sits, the Friends object to this planning 
application. 
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Peter Applewhite, Chairman, for The Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond 
1 Nevern Gardens, Biddenham MK40 4RW 
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