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Friends of the Biddenham Village Pond 
 

Summer Splash Out and Annual General Meeting – 10 June 2018 
 

Review of activities 
 

This review covers the period since the 2017 Summer Splash Out and AGM and so includes the second half 
of 2017. We have though on this occasion broken the usual timeline of events to cover first an important issue 
for the continuity of the Friends: data protection and consent to keeping in touch. 
 
In common with other organisations we have reviewed what changes we needed to make to comply with new 
data protection laws which came into force in May. These new laws (the General Data Protection Regulation, 
or GDPR for short) mean that we need our Friends’, volunteers’ and supporters’ consent to stay in touch with 
them, and that includes being able to circulate future copies of our twice-yearly newsletter, Splash. To ensure 
they will not miss out on news about the pond, events and activities, we have asked them to complete and 
return a consent to keeping in touch form. For new Friends joining we have updated our membership 
application form so we can keep in touch with them. We also sought consent from our volunteer grass 
mowers and bin emptiers to be able to stay in touch with them and also to share their information with other 
mowers or bin emptiers so they know both when they are due to mow or empty and also can continue to swap 
dates if necessary.  

 
Our Friends, volunteers and supporters are the lifeblood of the Society, we greatly value your support, 
and it’s very important for the future of the village pond that we can stay in touch with you.  
 
If you have received from us a consent to keeping in touch form but haven’t yet completed and 
returned it, please do so we can continue to keep you in touch with all things village pond. We really 
don’t want to lose you and we would be happy to pop round and pick up your completed form if that 
would be helpful (ask any member of the management team now and we’ll arrange to pop round and 
collect it). 
 
Now back to the timeline, happily, the weather was kind for our Autumn work morning on 11 November, and 
our 11 volunteers worked very hard cutting, trimming, pruning, mowing and tidying to leave the site in good 
order for the Winter. We paused at 11 o’clock for two minutes silence to remember those who had fought and 
died for us. Thank you to our volunteers and to the Manor Hospital for the welcome refreshments.  
 
On two days in December a group of volunteers gathered down at the pond, first to remove the old planks and 
beams from the western jetty and then to put in place the new planks and beams and construct a firm base on 
the bank. As the materials for the base arrived towards the end of the first day the heavens opened, and the 
volunteers eventually departed soaking wet but content with their day’s work. The second day dawned cold 
and frosty but happily remained dry and bright. The new beams and planks were put in place, and the new 
base built: job done, just as well as the next day it was snow, snow, thick thick snow. Thank you to our 
volunteers for their hard work and for their perseverance despite the conditions; and also thank you to the 
Biddenham Show Committee for the generous grant towards the cost of the repairs. 
 
The pond held water for the remainder of 2017 but once again whilst there was water in the pond at the start 
of 2018, it was not as much as we would have liked. The pond relies for its survival on precipitation and run off 
from adjacent fields, so long periods of dry weather aren’t helpful. Subsequent bouts of snow and periods of 
heavy rain in March and April did help considerably and achieved a more respectable amount of water in the 
pond. 
 
The New Year brought to the fore a number of planning issues for the village, including two affecting land off 
Gold Lane which are of particular concern for the pond as that land forms a substantial part of the pond’s rural 
and wildlife friendly setting and provides run off water for the pond. 
 
A planning application to build 250 houses on the land and the proposed inclusion of policy 19 in the Borough 
Council’s Local Plan 2035 enabling 160 houses to be built there caused the village great consternation. We 
worked with the Parish Council and other village societies to highlight the causes for concern and the many 
issues raised by the proposals, and villagers, Friends and many others responded in great numbers 
registering their objections to the proposals. Now we await the outcome. 

Please turn over  
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Earlier in the year, we and many others in the village had responded to another threat to the village’s heritage, 
character and natural environment, the planning application to demolish Biddenham House, a substantial and 
significant feature of the Biddenham Conservation Area in which also sits the village pond, and to construct in 
its place eight houses. That application was in due course refused by the Borough Council. But that may not 
be end of the story. 
 
Conditions were ideal for the annual Frog Foray on 6 April, clear water in the pond and a dry, mild evening, for 
the tremendous turnout of 18 frog forayers, the best for many a year. They were rewarded with an equally 
tremendous turnout of and display by the newts, also the best for many a year, both common and particularly 
great crested, with the males’ splendid crests easily visible. There was abundant daphnia and ramshorn snails 
also put in an appearance. It was a tad early for some other little beasties and if there were frogs about they 
didn’t appear until after we had all gone! A big thank you to Chris and to our enthusiastic forayers. 
 
The next day conditions were once again ideal for our Spring work morning. Our ten volunteers, including 
some new faces, worked hard, trimming, lopping, raking, mowing, and firing the traditional Spring bonfire, and 
the site and path from Gold Lane looked all the better for it. Thank you very much to our volunteers, and to the 
Manor Hospital for the welcome refreshments that gave us a mid-morning boost. And thank you also to the 
kind lady from Nodders Way who, at the Frog Foray, said she would bake some cakes for the work morning. 
She delivered and they were delicious!  
 
The next week we reported to the annual Parish Assembly on events and activities since the 2017 Assembly.  
 
At the beginning of May we undertook some initial work to strengthen the eastern jetty and are planning to 
construct a permanent firm base for the planks on the bank. Thank you to our volunteers for all their work.  
 
And just a week ago today Chris held his annual pond dipping session, with only a modest turnout of dippers, 
all new faces from outside the village, but demonstrating again a wide range of wildlife in the pond. 
 
The pond accounts for the year ended 31 December 2017 are available to view and members of the 
management team will be happy to answer any questions on them or the pond generally during the course of 
the afternoon. The minutes of last year’s AGM are also available, as is a copy of our risk assessment 
document which is regularly reviewed, if you would like to read them. 
 
We will hold a brief formal AGM during this afternoon when you will be invited to elect the officers and the 
committee, and to appoint the independent examiner of our accounts, for another year. After 11 years of 
sterling service Gillian Quince has retired from our committee. We thank her very much for all her hard work 
and for her contributions to our discussions and the progress made over those years. And we are very happy 
that Gillian and husband Peter will continue to be volunteers at our various events and with our various 
activities. As the rest of us in the team continue to age and creak even more as we work down at the pond, we 
would welcome new members to join the management team to ensure the pond will be cherished and cared 
for in the future. 
 
The committee is nominating for re-election as officers, Peter Applewhite as chairman, Jane Knight as 
treasurer, and Paul Godden, as secretary. The current members of the committee are willing to carry on and 
are put forward for re-election: that is, those three officers together with Chris Jones and David Wilkinson. 
 
We are pleased that Andrew Ewing is willing to be put forward for re-appointment as independent examiner.  
 
We hope you have renewed your membership of the Friends but, if not or if you wish to join for the first time, 
there is a membership form here ready for you and, of course, you can print copies from our website. A 
majority of Friends have now taken up the standing order arrangement for renewing their membership each 
year. If you haven’t taken it up yet, why not give it try: it’s easy to forget to renew but with a standing order in 
place you don’t need to, it happens automatically.   
 
Thank you all for coming and we hope you will enjoy your afternoon with us.  
 

Peter Applewhite 
Chairman 
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